Parashah Yitro Comments (Jan 2014)
Chapter 18 of the book of Exodus describes the visit of Jethro to his son-in-law Moses in the desert of Sinai and the advice the elder priest of Midyan gives to the younger leader of the Israelite people. When they meet, Moses bows down in respect and welcome of Jethro who, upon observing the way in which Moses serves as judge of the people’s disputes and, after seeing how his methods are clearly wasteful of time and energy, proposes to Moses that, if it is in God’s will, delegate the settling of lesser disagreements to others and thereby organizing the efficient governance.

Moses is the first judge of Israel and a picture of the Messiah. In fact, after Moses came Joshua. God continued to send judges and prophets to speak the truth God gave the Israelites at Mount Sinai when they accepted his Torah. The Torah and what are called “the Writings” and “the Prophets” are all acknowledged is the God-breathed instructions that give Israel. 
Moses is a picture of Y’shua. As has been said before, there are many similarities between the one who led the Hebrew people out of Egyptian slavery to freedom to the Promised Land and the Anointed One, the Messiah, who led many who came before us and is leading us now out of the slavery of sin and who, in the future, will lead all the world to freedom in the Messianic Age. 
But in His coming as Messiah Ben Joseph, the servant Messiah, He prophesied that our free will would not allow Him to take His rightful and righteous place as described in our Haftorah for this week where the prophet describes the peace He will bring and the names by which he will be known:
5 For every warrior’s sandal from the noisy battle,
And garments rolled in blood,
Will be used for burning and fuel of fire.
6 For unto us a Child is born,
Unto us a Son is given;
And the government will be upon His shoulder.
And His name will be called
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:5-6)
When he came as Messiah Ben Joseph, He said this:
34 “Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace but a sword. 35 For I have come to ‘set a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law’; (Matthew 10: 34-35)
Even in His day, Y’shua rebuked some of the Pharisees for going their own way and forsaking the truth of God’s word.  Listen to Matthew 15:2&3:

2 “Why do Your disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? For they do not wash their hands when they eat bread.”
3 He answered and said to them, “Why do you also transgress the commandment of God because of your tradition?
Within 40 years of His death, this prophecy started to be fulfilled when the Temple’s destruction by the Roman army helped to discourage reliance on God’s word. The elimination of the Temple caused the center of Jewish thinking to be moved from Jerusalem to Yavneh and gave rise to the Pharisees as the prominent Jewish voice. Unfortunately, this group of learned rabbis decided that they were the final arbiters of interpretation of the truth, even to the by taking the words of the Torah out of context and interpreting them to suit their own purposes. 
Deuteronomy 30:12 says,

It is not in heaven…

The Pharisees, now known as Orthodox Judaism, as stated by at least some of its rabbis, says this means they have pre-eminence over what is truth and what is not, that they are the authority in defining and enacting Jewish law, not the Torah, not God.
The passage in context reads as follows:

11 “For this commandment which I command you today is not too mysterious for you, noris it far off. 12 It is not in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will ascend into heaven for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?’ 13 Nor is it beyond the sea, that you should say, ‘Who will go over the sea for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?’ 14 But the word is very near you, in your mouth and in your heart, that you may do it. (Deuteronomy 30:11-14)

My understanding of this, in context is certainly not the same as the rabbis spoken of here; but it does remind me of others who extract passages from Scripture to suit their own purposes.

This is part of a justification by the Pharisees and their seed, Orthodox Judaism, that the Oral Law, written down in what is known as “The Talmud”, is as important, if not MORE important, than Torah and that the  laws governing Rabbinic Judaism require adherence by traditional Jewish believers as interpreted and understood by them. This is an extreme example and by no means meant to suggest that the Talmud is not helpful in gaining insight into what God is telling us; however, it is NOT God-made but man made and, therefore, we do not regard it with the same significance.
This is not unlike major elements in Christian thinking that require adherence to principles that have also evolved from a human way of interpretation that seeks to place that meaning on a level immune to debate. Some of these are:

1) Y’shua came to abolish the law.

2) The law is a burden
3) The law has held us prisoner
4) The Jewish people are no longer the apple of God’s eye because they killed the Messiah
5) Christians have replaced Jews in God’s eyes
6) Christians get all the blessings and the Jews get all the curses
Other points of controversy and debate also come from our human attempt to understand what God wants of us and can be classified as mysteries at this time.
7) Jewish people are required to adhere to the 613 mitzvot or instructions or commandments in the Torah

8) Jews are NOT required to obey the Torah because Jeremiah says God will replace the covenant with a new one, since the old one was broken by their forefathers’ disobedience; therefore Jews do not need to be kosher, wear fringes, refrain from working on the Sabbath, etc.
9) If you follow Y’shua, you must be circumcised since He was circumcised.

10)  The Apostles relieved believers in Y’shua from the Jewish obligation to become circumcised.

11)  Jewish believers are required to follow the Law of Moses while Gentile believers are only required to follow the Noahide laws.

12)  There is no life after this one.

13)  There is an after-life.

14)  The Bible is true

15)  The Scriptures are allegories manufactured to teach us truths.

16)  Jesus Christ is the Son of God 

17)  Y’shua was a good man, but not God.

I have been in sales for my entire adult life. One of the basic rules in selling is, unless you want to spend your entire day in non-productive conversation, DO NOT TALK ABOUT GOD. The point is that I could go on and on and on and on about the things we DO NOT agree on when it comes to God’s truth.

As stated in John 18:37-38:

37 Pilate therefore said to Him, “Are You a king then?”
Jesus answered, “You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.”
38 Pilate said to Him, “What is truth?” And when he had said this, he went out again to the Jews, and said to them, “I find no fault in Him at all.
The tradition and belief of the Anointed One is a microcosm of this controversy. Nowhere does it say in the Hebrew Scriptures, there is a Messiah, who is God’s expression on earth, yet there is much written about His existence and Who He is.
Among other things, Jewish thinking has included the following ideas as laid out in Rabbi Itzhak Shapira’s book, “The Return of the Kosher Pig.”

1) The Messiah is the “Ba’al Torah”: the rightful owner of the Torah. 

2) The snake has been associated with the fences that Judaism has used to “protect its people from sinning: think the snake and Adam and Eve and the Tree of Life.

3) The Messiah is the breaker. The one who breaks out or breaks through.

In the reverse order, I want to discuss these to show you how they relate to our Parashah for this week.

In Genesis 38:29 we read, 

Then it happened, as he drew back his hand, that his brother came out unexpectedly; and she said, “How did you break through? This breach be upon you!” Therefore his name was called Perez.[a]
a. Literally Breach or Breakthrough
In Jewish literature, one of the names for the Messiah is Ben Haporetz, one who breaks out or one who will breach. In the Bible, the name of a person is more than just a way to distinguish them from other people. It is a description of who they are – their character.

The Messiah is one who will break out. Perez, broke through to become the first born from Tamar. Y’shua is in the line of Perez.
The figure of the snake is usually a negative image to most people; however, it was the serpent who was lifted up in the desert that saved the Israelites from the plague caused by God’s judgment for the sin of unbelief. 

Numbers 21:4-9:

4 Then they journeyed from Mount Hor by the Way of the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; and the soul of the people became very discouraged on the way. 5 And the people spoke against God and against Moses: “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and our soul loathes this worthless bread.” 6 So the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and many of the people of Israel died.
7 Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord that He take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people.
8 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a pole; and it shall be that everyone who is bitten, when he looks at it, shall live.” 9 So Moses made a bronze serpent, and put it on a pole; and so it was, if a serpent had bitten anyone, when he looked at the bronze serpent, he lived.

In His conversation with Nicodemus, Y’shua identifies with the serpent.

14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:14-15)

Regarding the Ba’al Torah, the Sages say that the Messiah is the final interpreter. He will bring an eternal Torah. A commentary on Ecclesiates (Ecclesiastes Rabah) states that the Torah is “foolishness.” What the Rabbi (Hezekiah) is saying here is that it is foolish because it is not eternal. The eternal Torah is the one alluded to in Jeremiah 31 where the prophet says God will write this new Torah on our hearts because the old one was broken by our ancestors. Rabbi Yehoshuah Weitzman, the head of Yeshivat Ma’a lot Ya’akov, says that the foolishness is just a sign. That we are like babies in our understanding of God’s law. When we hear the words from the LIVING TORAH, the Messiah, our memories will integrate our old understanding with our new understanding.
To me the coming of the Messiah will be like a breaking out of the rigidty that all of us have in some aspects of our understanding of the truth of God. He will break through the fences that have been erected in the spirit of piety that have become heavy burdens for many who would come closer to God and His kingdom if these barriers were broken down.
The Newer Testament is an amplification of the Older Testament. The prophesies and the descriptions in the Tenach (the Older Testament) echo and repeat in the Brit Chadashah (the Newer Testament). Y’shua clarified many truths for us:

21 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder,[a] and whoever murders will be in danger of the judgment.’22 But I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a cause[b] shall be in danger of the judgment. And whoever says to his brother, ‘Raca!’ shall be in danger of the council. But whoever says, ‘You fool!’ shall be in danger of hell fire. 23 Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. 25 Agree with your adversary quickly, while you are on the way with him, lest your adversary deliver you to the judge, the judge hand you over to the officer, and you be thrown into prison.26 Assuredly, I say to you, you will by no means get out of there till you have paid the last penny.
Adultery in the Heart
27 “You have heard that it was said to those of old,[c] ‘You shall not commit adultery.’[d]28 But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast itfrom you; for it is more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell. 30 And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell.
Marriage Is Sacred and Binding
31 “Furthermore it has been said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ 32 But I say to you that whoever divorces his wife for any reason except sexual immorality[e] causes her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a woman who is divorced commits adultery.
Jesus Forbids Oaths
33 “Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but shall perform your oaths to the Lord.’ 34 But I say to you, do not swear at all: neither by heaven, for it is God’s throne; 35 nor by the earth, for it is His footstool; nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King.36 Nor shall you swear by your head, because you cannot make one hair white or black. 37 But let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and your ‘No,’ ‘No.’ For whatever is more than these is from the evil one.
Go the Second Mile
38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’[f] 39 But I tell you not to resist an evil person. But whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also. 40 If anyone wants to sue you and take away your tunic, let him have your cloak also. 41 And whoever compels you to go one mile, go with him two.42 Give to him who asks you, and from him who wants to borrow from you do not turn away.
Love Your Enemies
43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor[g] and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you,[h]45 that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 46 For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same?47 And if you greet your brethren[i] only, what do you do more than others? Do not even the tax collectors[j] do so? 48 Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect. (Matthew 5:21-48)

He has given us a foretaste of the eternal Torah that he will bring when He establishes His rule in the Messianic Era.

Jethro gave instruction to Moses and Moses followed it. Y’shua does nothing without His father’s consent. Jethro brought Moses’ bride – his wife  - to be reunited with Moses. God will bring the bride of Messiah – the true believers - to Y’shua. Moses took Jethro’s direction and set up his government to dispense God’s truth to the people so all of the Israelites could live in peace and harmony. Y’shua will establish His Kingdom with His interpretation of the Torah – the eternal Torah of Jeremiah 31:31 – and we also will experience the joy of the peace that passes all understanding.
In case you were sleeping during my talk and just woke up, let me summarize: when Moses took his father-in-law’s advice and appointed others to help him judge the Israelites, the Bible is giving us a picture of the establishment of the Messianic Age.
As the Tenach has given us glimpses of the Garden of Eden that God is longing to return us to (think the Shabbath) and as Y’shua gave us bits and pieces of what it will be like when He returns (in Matthew 5:21-48 above and the Beatitudes [Matthew 5:3-11]):

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,
    For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 Blessed are those who mourn,
    For they shall be comforted.
5 Blessed are the meek,
    For they shall inherit the earth.
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
    For they shall be filled.
7 Blessed are the merciful,
    For they shall obtain mercy.
8 Blessed are the pure in heart,
    For they shall see God.
9 Blessed are the peacemakers,
    For they shall be called sons of God.
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,
    For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

We can be encouraged by the truth God gives us and bring to our lives in the here and now the Kingdom of God also known as the Kingdom of Heaven, the Garden of Eden, the New Jerusalem, the Messianic Age. 

The Torah has many teachings for us in our foolishness. Rabbi Zevulon Gold, in His book, “Geolat Yisroel” as quoted by Rabbi Shapira says the first letters of the Hebrew words  for “In the beginning, God”, the first words of Genesis, spell out the word “EMET”: truth.
The sages say there will be two Messiahs: Messiah Ben Joseph, the suffering servant, coming on the foal of a donkey, and Messiah Ben David, King Messiah. Messianic believers know the first Messiah as Y’shua of Nazareth.
Rabbi Gold also uses the Jewish numerical formula called “Gemmatria” to gain additional insight into what God has to say. He takes the phrase “And this is Messiah Ben David”  and determines that the numerical value of this phrase (in Hebrew) is the same as the numerical value for TRUTH.

Pilate asks, “What is truth?” Y’shua says, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. (John 14:6).

When He comes with His eternal truth, the controversies will end. We will have peace. We can see its foreshadowing with Moses in the Sinai desert.
I want to conclude with this prayer from Psalm 96:12-13:

12 Let the field be joyful, and all that is in it.
Then all the trees of the woods will rejoice before the Lord.
13 For He is coming, for He is coming to judge the earth.
He shall judge the world with righteousness,
And the peoples with His truth. 

Amen.
