Parashah Pekudei Comments (2014)

Much of this teaching comes from the web site www.hebrews4christians.com in an article entitled “Beginning and End” by John J. Parsons.
The final portion of the book of Exodus (Parashah Pekudei) provides details about the building of the Tabernacle (Mishkan), its furnishings, and the special clothing of the priests. Toward the end of the portion, we read:
“…So Moses finished the work.” (Exodus 40:33)

The gematria, a numeric system that assigns values to each Hebrew letter, says the value of this phrase is the same as the numeric value of the first words of the Bible –

 “In the beginning…”  (Genesis 1:1)* (see footnote on  gematria at the end of this discussion)
This suggests that the very creation of the universe was for the purpose of the construction of the Tabernacle and, by extension, for the sake of demonstrating God’s sacrificial love to all creation.

The Tabernacle is a picture of the Messiah. In the Talmud, Sanhedrin 98b, we read:

“All the world was created for the Messiah.”

The Brit Chadashah, the Newer Testament, confirms this as well, calling Yeshua “The lamb slain from the foundation of the world.”

“Everyone living on earth will worship it except those whose names are written in the Book of Life belonging to the Lamb slaughtered before the world was founded.” (Revelation 13:8)

“He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last times for the sake of you…” (1 Peter 1:20)
“In the Messiah he chose us in love before the creation of the universe to be holy and without defect in his presence.” (Ephesians 1:4)

“…since he delivered us and called us to a life of holiness as his people. It was not because of our deeds, but because of his own purpose and the grace which he gave to us who are united with the Messiah Yeshua. He did this before the beginning of time,…” (2 Timothy 1:9)

All things were created by Him (i.e., Yeshua) and for Him and in Him all things consist (literally “stick together’)
“16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.” (Colossians 1:16-17)

Creation therefore ends with the redemptive love of God as manifested in the Person of Yeshua HaMashiach, the great Lamb of God. He is the center of creation. He is the Aleph and the Tav, the beginning and the end.

“Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel
    and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts:
“I am the first and I am the last;
    besides me there is no god.” (Isaiah 44:6)

“When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying,“Fear not, I am the first and the last,…” (Revelation 1:17)

Some of the Jewish sages say that “The seal of God is truth.” The final letters of each of the last three words in the account of creation (“Bara Elohim la’asot” – “God created to do”) spell the word for truth: Emet. Bara ends in aleph, Elohim ends in mem, and la’asot ends in Tav. Aleph, mem, tav are the letters that spell “emet” – truth.
The idea that God created the world “to do” implies that He had finished all His work of creation (and redemption) by the end of the sixth day. Let me explain.
“For we who have believed enter that rest, as he has said,
“As I swore in my wrath,
‘They shall not enter my rest,’”
although his works were finished from the foundation of the world.” (Hebrews 4:3)

This is another way of saying Yeshua is the Lamb slain from the beginning of the world

The Talmud said “All the world was created for the Messiah.”
This was God’s plan all along. Salvation was not an afterthought. It was not “plan b.” 

In John 4:16, Yeshua said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” 
For believers in Yeshua HaMashiach, He is always the way and the truth and the life. 

The Tenach or the Older Testament is a Jewish document; but so too is the Newer Testament. The Apostles and hundreds of thousands of first century believers came to faith with the benefit of the Older Testament. The amplification of the person of the Messiah Yeshua as revealed in the Newer Testament was only available to people long after the existence of the believers described in the Newer Testament. What brought them to a saving knowledge of their Messiah? 
Rabbi Itzhak Shapira, in his book, “The Return of the Kosher Pig”, gives us much to think about regarding this question. Here are just two of many ideas that were part of the accepted Jewish theological culture 2000 years ago that he references in his book:
In Proverbs 31:30 we read: “Grace is deceitful, and beauty is vain;…”
The word for grace or beauty in Hebrew is “chen.” In Gematria, the numerical value of chen is the same as the word “yemach” which means “to blot out.” An old Orthodox name for the Messiah is “chen.” With this consideration, the passage in Proverbs seems to say there is vanity in beauty and what we may see on the outside is not what is a true picture of what is going on inside. Is it possible that the Anointed One, who is known as beautiful, first appeared to Jewish people so that He was perceived as just the opposite? Certainly, it is easy to see that the religious/political Jewish powers of Yeshua’s time had a great deal of influence. Couldn’t they conveniently have seen the beautiful Person of Yeshua of Nazareth as the deceitful one described in this passage? An Orthodox concept is that the traditional believers in HaShem will only see their Messiah when their awareness of the Messiah, their knowledge of the Messiah, will connect with the context. In other words, the Messiah (the truth, the emet) will appear when the time is right. If you believe Yeshua is the divine Messiah, the context for this revelation came at the moment of your belief. Are we helping to create the context for many of my Jewish brothers and sisters? I pray that we are.
Conclusion: many came to Yeshua because it was consistent with Jewish thought, just NOT Jewish politics. Let’s move on to the second point offered here:
Proverbs 30:1-4 says this:

“The words of Agur the son of Yakeh, the prophecy. The man says to Iti’el, to Iti’el and Ukhal:
2 I am more boorish than anyone,
    I lack human discernment;
3 I have not learned enough wisdom
    to know the Holy One.
4 Who has gone up to heaven and come down?
Who has cupped the wind in the palms of his hands?
Who has wrapped up the waters in his cloak?
Who established all the ends of the earth?
What is his name, and what is his son’s name?
Surely you know!”
 In the Zohar, which is a mystical Jewish work and part of the “Kabalah”, describes God as having ten emanations. One of these emanations is Understanding. The word for understanding in Hebrew is “binah.” This word has been seen by many rabbis as a combination of two words: “ben” meaning “son of” and “Yah” which is a shortened form of the name of God. In Hebrew, the last part of verse four above – “and what is his son’s name? Surely you know!” –includes the Hebrew letters, in sequence, that spell the name “Yeshua.” This is not biblical, but, at the time Yeshua walked on this earth, the Hebrew bible had not been completely “sealed.” (“To seal”, in this context, means to confirm, authenticate, or place beyond doubt of a written document .) Many ideas not discussed today were very much a part of the spiritual dialogue in Jewish circles at that time. The absence of this today is in great part due to the significant amount of Jewish religious thought used over the last 2,000 years to defend the decision to condemn Yeshua made by the Sanhedrin rather than give His Messiahship a fair hearing in the court of ideas. Many of these ideas are again seeing the light of day. Hopefully, Rabbi Shapira and others like him, will provide a greater context for more sincere seekers of the Messiah, especially my Jewish brothers and sisters, so that they may see the truth that the Messiah has come and will come again. That the Messiah is Yeshua, that He is divine, that He came 2,000 years ago as the greatest Jewish prophet, reigns now as our High Priest, and will return when the Father says we are ready to receive Him as King Messiah in the Messianic Age.
Jesus says in John 8:58: “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” 
In John 2:19 Yeshua tells us He is the Temple, the Tabernacle where we can meet the Father, just like the Mishkan (the Tabernacle in the desert) and Solomon’s Temple in Jerusalem:

“’Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”’ 

The Creation takes up two chapters in the Holy Scriptures. The building of the Tabernacle takes up fifty. Yeshua is in every one whether you choose to see Him or not.
 This parashah completes the book of Exodus. At the completion of every book, we say,
“Chazak, chazak! Venitchazek!” “Be strong! Be strong! And be strengthened!” Be strong in your convictions and, by continuing to delight in God’s word, be strengthened even more!

Father God, may we all continue to strive to be like you in every way, be good representatives on this earth for you, and be your instrument in preparing this world for your Son’s return. Amen

* (footnote on the meaning of gematria)

(www.dictionary.com)

the substitution of numbers for letters of the Hebrew alphabet, a favourite method of exegesis used by medieval Kabbalists to derive mystical insights into sacred writings or obtain new interpretations of the texts. Some condemned its use as mere toying with numbers, but others considered it a useful tool, especially when difficult or ambiguous texts otherwise failed to yield satisfactory analysis. Genesis 28:12, for example, relates that in a dream Jacob saw a ladder (Hebrew sullam) stretching from earth to heaven. Since the numerical value of the word sullam is 130 (60 + 30 + 40)-the same numerical value of Sinai (60 + 10 + 50 + 10)-exegetes concluded that the Law revealed to Moses on Mount Sinai is man's means of reaching heaven. 

www.myjewishlearning.com 

An illustration of how gematria operates can be given from comments on Jacob's dream of a ladder set on the ground with its top reaching to heaven (Genesis 28:12). The Hebrew word for "ladder," sulam, is formed from the letters samekh, lamed, mem. Since the Hebrew letters also serve as numerals, the total of sulam is 130, i.e. samekh(60) + lamed (30) + mem (40) = 130. Now the Hebrew word for "Sinai," also has the numerical value of 130, i.e. samekh (60) + yud (10) + nun(50) + yud (10) = 130. Hence, one interpretation of Jacob's ladder is that it represents the giving of the Torah on Mount Sinai and the "angels" who ascend and descend are Moses and Aaron. 

My comments: it is a tool of interpretation. It “yields thoughts.” 
