haRold Smith writes a newsletter and has the web site  www.hethathasanear.com. In his last newsletter, he makes a distinction between the Christian view of salvation and the Jewish view, saying the Christian tradition believes acknowledging Yeshua saves you while the Jewish view sees the process of salvation as based on entering God’s rest as stated in these three passages in the Tenach (the Older Testament):
And He said, "My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest ." Exodus 33:14 

"For thus says YHVH, the Holy One of Israel: In returning and rest you shall be saved ." Isaiah 30:15 

"Lead me in your Truth and teach me, for you are the Elohim of my salvation; for you I wait all the day long." Psalm 25:5 
In the newsletter, Mr. Smith says Christianity has obscured the God of Israel by substituting in English translations of the bible the designation “Lord” for YHVH (also pronounced “Yahweh” or “Jehovah”), “Elohim” and “Adonai” causing non-Jewish believers and others reading these versions to be confused as to distinctons between the Mighty One of Israel and His Son, Yeshua of Nazareth.
Just out of curiosity, I did a quick sample comparing English versions in their use of “The Lord” and found that the New International Version, the King Kames Version, the New King Version and the English Standard Version used the word “Lord”  on the average 6,776 times. The Complete Jewish Bible used the term 658 times. I could see his point.  
The thrust of the article made the distinction between the common Christian idea that being “saved” meant accepting Christ’s atoning work (called “justification”) and the idea that entering God’s rest, the Jewish idea of salvation, is a process that culminates in the peace of knowing that God has completely protected you from everything negative and you have “perfect peace” in that knowledge. To be fair, the Christian idea of sanctification speaks to this kind of process whereby we mature in our relationship with HaShem at which time we enter the salvation or deliverance as described in the verses cited above. His point was that to most Christians, being saved is accepting Christ. From the Messianic Jewish perspective, being saved comes through the acceptance of the Messiah Yeshua. The article pointed up the fact that being a Messianic Christian and a Messianic Jew, although one in Messiah, are not the same. 

I sent this newsletter to a friend who considers herself to be a “Christian Zionist”, a strong supporter of the state of Israel and of the belief that God’s hand is on the Jewish state and the Jewish people. I thought the exchange between us would be helpful in understanding what it is God is calling each of us to do. I sent it with the hope it would not offend her. 
Her response:

“It doesn’t offend me, my friend, but it saddens me terribly and I believe this writer is also one who misses Yeshua. What I see is truth mixed with deception.  I get so terribly saddened  by my Christian friends who do not understand the Hebraic roots of faith, but what I see in this message is someone who doesn’t understand the new covenant fulfillment of his faith in the person of Yeshua.
“ While I recognized some of the things said as true, the writer fell off the court when it came to Yeshua.  I thought of how the Jews missed Jesus the first time because the Pharisees while leaders were never learners.  They stayed in the mindset by their perception of what Messiah would look like and what He would teach and how, yet even that was in God's perfect plan.  I could not understand how someone could describe themselves as Messianic and fall so short on the recognition of who Jesus was.  My heart broke because its not enough to know about God - we have to know Him.  And we can. “
My friend cited scripture, mostly New Testament passages, to support her position and then concluded her note to me this way:

“In any event, you may not agree with what I have written either, but because you are my friend, I still have to say it.  I pray you will consider it.  I'm not a scholar by a long shot, but I am a woman who knows and loves her God:  While I may not be able to describe to exactness the triune nature of God, I know that God is my Father, Yeshua is my Savior, healer, redeemer, and friend, and Holy Spirit is my constant companion, teacher, and guide”

This was my response:

“I see no conflict in what you have said and what I get out of this article. This is why I think it would be worthwhile to dig deeper to see what opportunities exist for dialogue.

 

Traditions can become so sacred that people will defend rather than discuss them. I include in that category the traditions of interpretations we each hold dear.

 

I believe in a traditional Jewish idea that, when the Messiah comes, HE will bring the correct understanding of God’s word. Furthermore, that this understanding will be so elevated that it will be above all of us and therefore unite all of us in our lack of awareness! It will be “new” covenant that will be written on our hearts. Until then, we are required to pursue the truth, understanding that we seek to know the unknowable, we are nevertheless compelled to do our best - seeing through the glass darkly as Paul put it. 

(Here, I was alluding to 1 Corinthians 13:12; “For now we see through a glass, darkly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; but then shall I know, even as also I am known…”)  

 

It is productive, from my point of view, to offer what we know in the hopes that others will do the same and make their contribution to our understanding. We are not going to agree on all of what each of us thinks we know. Each of us is unique in so many ways that it would be hard for me to imagine that I would think and believe exactly as someone else. However, if we can "reason together" as Isaiah states, we may be able to help each other climb a little bit higher toward the mountaintop of understanding.

(Here, I was speaking of Isaiah 1:18, which is part of the fellowship Belief Statement: “’Come now, and let us reason together,” says Yahweh”)
 

We both want the same thing: to live in the Kingdom and bring as many people with us as possible. We may have different approaches to get there but that is also a reflection of our uniqueness. Mine is to learn and then teach others what I have learned. Yours may be a great witness by your everyday life or by displaying God’s goodness in other ways.
 

You and I come at this from different experiences. I was introduced to God without a sense of who the Messiah was or even if there really was One to come! BUT I came to know my Father in Heaven so much better through His Son! Most of my Jewish brothers and sisters have yet to meet their Messiah. I believe they must in order to have fellowship with His Father and that those who have died believing in the Messiah will come to know Him when they are resurrected upon His return. I also happen to believe that those who may not appear to know Him when they leave this earth DO meet Him at the crossroads en route to eternity and get to choose to be with God or not. This can occur after that person has left our world yet before entering the next - wherever they will spend eternity. In this, I stand on John 5:25:

 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live.”
 

However, this is my personal opinion and I only offer it as one interpretation. To me, you still have to meet and accept the fellowship of the Messiah to meet His Father.
I do not ask you to agree with my interpretation.  I also offer the following perspective of my own: the rejection of Yeshua by the Jewish leadership caused a greater divergence or split between Christians than most people recognize. Messianic believers, within a few generations of Yeshua’s sacrifice, were cut off from their source: the Jewish cultural and spiritual life that had sustained them and brought them to believe in Yeshua. This took from the time of Yeshua’s condemnation by the Jewish authorities until 135 A.D. when the pretender Messiah Bar Kochba was crushed by the Romans. Many Jewish people resented the Messianic believers because they saw them as the cause for the defeat of the revolt since a believer in Yeshua would not join a revolt headed by a Messiah they knew to be false. This was the final straw that broke the back of the Messianic believers, who were called “the Way” in the Book of Acts, being accepted as a sect of Judaism. The destruction of the Temple and the imposition of a tax on Jews acted to weaken the connections between believers in Yeshua and nominal Judaism. Then the rabbinical authority introduced passages into one of the holiest prayers of the worship service that required a believer in Yeshua's Messiahship to curse himself if he recited that prayer. It was around that time, that the believer could no longer enjoy the protection of being designated Jewish. As a Jewish person, you could legally avoid the requirements to publically worship Roman gods. Now, you were between the proverbial rock and the hard place. You could not claim to be Jewish and you did not worship pagan gods. As we know, during this time, many Christians were literally thrown to the lions for the convictions they upheld which caused further enmity between believers and Jews until 313 A.D. when Constantine made Christianity the state religion. This elevation of the religion by the state accelerated this divergence exponentially. As the lines were drawn by the Jewish authorities and now the secular Roman authorities, both cultural connections and the spiritual connections to Judaism seemed to vanish.
 To me, the MOST IMPORTANT aspect of this schism was that Messianic theology evolved without the moorings of Judaism. How did the Apostles and possibly 500,000 other Jews come to believe in Yeshua in the first century? Not through the New Testament!!! Although it is understood that the entire contents of the New Testament was probably written no later than 150 A.D., the existence of what we would call the New Testament was not acknowledged until the fourth century. The ideas and understandings of Judaism at the time of Christ is what supported and validated His claims. There was no other religion at that time. Even if we consider that the elements of the New Testament were influential during the early formation of organized worship, it was a Jewish book, written by Jewish people, primarily for Jewish people. Christian theology was developed  "in a vacuum" so to speak, cast adrift by Judaism and left to evolve on its own with New Testament writings that were delegitimatized by the recognized Jewish authority of the time.

 

The Messianic believer was left to flounder, cut off from Jewish traditions and the Jewish spiritual culture. Meanwhile,  Judaism itself was spending much time and energy defending against the claims of Yeshua, which boiled down to one biggy:
 "Before Abraham was, I AM"!  (John 8:58)

There were others claiming to be Messiah BUT none, besides Yeshua, who claimed to be divine! To your average Jew of the day, this was equivalent to idol worship. No other person claiming to be the successor to Moses made this claim. From my point of view, the free-thinking iron-sharpens-iron concept of discussion (called “pilpul” in Hebrew) and resulting understanding and edification that is part of the Jewish reputation was sorely impaired by the energy invested to suppress the Messiah and justify the rejection of Yeshua. To me, it is like someone who sees himself a victim and does not go on with his/her life from there. Until that person stops using that perception to describe themselves, they will be "stuck" and unable to continue to evolve to their potential. Or it’s like the alcoholic who refuses to admit he has a problem.
 To me, Judaism has been "stuck" as a result of this denial, unable to see who their Messiah is; however, this is ending and the great divergence I spoke of earlier will be reconciled soon. This will occur when Yeshua returns. I believe He will re-attach Christianity to its appropriate framework which it had to abandon through no fault of its own. That is not to say this justifies the way Jewish people have been treated during the Crusades, the various Inquisitions in Europe, the expulsions, the pogroms, the Holocaust and today’s version of the same anti-Semitism. Theologically, however, there is a light of understanding from the recent past that has been growing ever since. 

A sign of this understanding is that Replacement Theology is being discredited for the heresy it is. This heresy is at the heart of the divergence and says the Jewish people have been replaced by Christianity as the apple of God’s eye. This heresy will be completely dissolved when this understanding is complete and believers in Yeshua  become fully "grafted-in" corporately with believing Israel at the Second Coming. Yeshua, when He returns, will also hold the mirror up to the Jews. Again, as I said earlier, He will make the Scriptures "new" and cause the Scriptures to be written on all of our hearts - Jews and gentiles – in a profoundly altogether new way.
 

At this moment, a dialogue among a leader of the Jewish Congregation in Sioux Falls, SD, the head of the newly-forming Messianic fellowship there, a Messianic scholar and five Evangelical pastors is being initiated. It is the intention that this dialogue expand to include other pastors and members of the Jewish congregation to include the rabbi. I believe this is a step in the greater understanding that will come from this "reasoning together"  - part of the journey that will end in the coming Messianic Age and the fulfillment of prophecy regarding Yeshua's return.
 

You and I come from different perspectives regarding Yeshua because I became aware of the Father before the Son and you became aware of the Son first. I think we can learn from each other for the greater good of those who can and will learn from us.

 

To me, Jewish people need to know their Messiah and Christians need to connect with their heritage. Both require courage to be open to the truth wherever it may lead - that includes you and me!!!

 

I would love for us to be able to learn together.

My friend wrote back:

Yes, I treasure our friendship too and always appreciate your input!!  And yes, I do believe the Lord has appointed our friendship so that we can learn and grow from each other. 

I am a Jewish believer in Yeshua. I rely on my traditions to gain a greater understanding of Who the Messiah is, Who His Father is, what I am to do to become more like them, and how I can make everything in my life a blessing and a testamony to them.

I offer these things to anyone who wants to consider what I have come to understand in the hope that it will help them on their path to a greater relationship with HaShem and the Messiah and I welcome any thoughts, ideas, considerations and suggestions that may help me see my way more clearly.
Let us pray: Father in Heaven, teach us who you are, your beautiful ways and the relationship we can have with you. Open our hearts and our minds to the knowledge of you through the worship of you and our love of one another. Amen.
