Parashah Ki Tetze Comments 8/31/12
The Five Books of Moses – Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy – are collectively known as the Torah.This week’s Torah reading includes the following passage:

Suppose a man marries a woman and consummates the marriage but later finds her displeasing, because he has found her offensive in some respect. He writes her a divorce document, gives it to her and sends her away from his house. (Deuteronomy 24:1). 

There are other references to marriage in the Torah, as well as the rest of the Older Testament (which includes what is commonly called the writings and the prophets and is known as the “Tenach”). This passage seems to be of particular annoyance to women because there is no corresponding opportunity for a woman to divorce a husband under the same circumstances. But context is very important in the Torah and before I’m done, I hope to show you that when viewed from a context which is not obvious from a plain reading of the text, you may see things differently.
Let me give you an example of how a meaning can change when the viewpoint changes. In 1 Corinthians 11:4&5, we find these passages:
4 Every man who prays or prophesies with his head covered dishonors his head. 5 But every woman who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her head—it is the same as having her head shaved 

When we look at this, it seems to say, men are not to wear a kippah (a headcovering worn by many Jewish males)  in the synagogue and women ARE to wear something on their heads when in synagogue. However, if we could look at what was happening in Corinth at the time Paul wrote this, we would see that what Paul was talking about was hair. My dear daughter Rachel must have understood this when she jokingly said tome, “Dad! I like your hair! It goes with your head!!” 

In Paul’s time, Corinthian women who shaved their heads were prostitutes. Men who grew their hair long were thought to be homosexuals. Most of these sexual activities were practiced in the pagan temples in Corinth. With this perspective it is much easier to explain the warnings Paul provides. He is talking about propriety. He is talking about holiness – separating God’s people from the common, the impure and the perverse. It is not appropriate to walk into God’s house publicly displaying or suggesting sinfulness. 
If we apply this cultural lens to marriage, we also can learn things that a casual reading of the bible might cause us to misinterpret. 

What is understood about marriage in the Bible emanates from at least two sources: the literal and the cultural. We can learn about the meaning of some Jewish wedding customs by looking at the Tenach. The chuppah, the wedding canopy, is open on all sides. It is modeled after Abraham’s and Sarah’s tent that also had no closed sides so that all who came near knew they were welcome with unconditional hospitality.  The veiling of the bride by the groom reflects the Genesis 29 story of Rebecca. In verses 64 and 65 we read:

64 Rebekah also looked up and saw Isaac. She got down from her camel 65 and asked the servant, “Who is that man in the field coming to meet us?”
“He is my master,” the servant answered. So she took her veil and covered herself.

This is using the bible to help us see the significance of the customs practiced in biblical times. It might be helpful just for the knowledge or if you were planning a wedding ceremony. But when we look at the customs and their cultural context first and then study the bible, you may be able to illuminate the meaning of a message God wants to teach us. In other words, the bible can help us understand the customs and the culture and the culture and customs can help us understand the bible.
We have seen in the open tent of Abraham and Sarah (as symbolized in the “chuppah”) and the veiling of Rebecca before she marries Isaac examples of traditions that find their origin in the bible. Now let’s see how portions of the bible use already existing tradition to deepen our understanding of God’s plan for those who will listen to His voice.
The ancient customs of the Jewish wedding serve as one of the best examples of how studying these customs can take us more deeply into God’s word. Understanding the protocols of the Jewish wedding at the time of Y’shua will help to understand God’s plan for His people as given in the Newer and Older Testaments. As in my example of the headcovering, knowing the culture can illuminate the truth of God’s word. 

Getting married in biblical times started out simply enough: the marriage of Isaac and Rebecca is described this way: 

 Isaac took Rebekah into the tent where his mother had lived before she died, and Rebekah became his wife.(Genesis 24:67)
However, by Y’shua’s time becoming married had grown into a series of protocols we will call the “Wedding Process.” The first step in the process is called the “Shiddukhin.” It is the arrangement of the marriage by the father of the groom. Many times, these arrangements are made when the bride and groom are still children. It is the father that selects his son’s bride. Abraham, through his servant Eliezer, selected Rebecca.

Then comes the Ketubah. “Ketubah” in Hebrew means “written.” It is the marriage contract. The groom agrees to support his wife and the bride states the contents of her dowry which she surrenders in return for this support. The bride’s consent is a necessary part of the deal. Rebecca agreed when she was asked if she wanted to go with Eliezer to become Isaac’s wife. No one made her go.
Once the arrangement has been made, the groom give’s a gift to the family of the bride. It is called the “mohar.”  It may go to the family but eventually goes to the wife. It is in payment for the investment that was made in raising the bride. It is a steep price regardless, since it expresses the value the groom places on his intended spouse.
Prior to the wedding, the bride and the groom would be ritually and separately immersed in water ( the ritual bath is called the “mikveh”) which prepared them for the ceremony (, the ceremony of immersion is called “tevilah” and the “mikveh” is the actual location of the ritual bath)  and cleansed each of them spiritually.
Then comes the Eyrusin – the betrothal.  The betrothal had almost the same meaning in Y’shua’s day as what we would term a wedding today. The only differences involved the physical union – you did not live with your betrothed and you did not sleep with your betrothed until you were actually married. But to break this engagement required a formal divorce. The period between the betrothal and the marriage was called the “kiddushim” – the sanctification or setting apart or making holy. This could be years as in the case where the paternal arrangement was concluded when the bride and groom were children, but it was for at least one year. This certified that the bride was not pregnant before the betrothal began. This period also gave the bride and groom time to prepare for the joining of their lives and becoming “echad” – one – as the bible describes the union of Adam and Eve. 
 23 Then Adam said, this [creature] is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of a man.
24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and shall become united and cleave to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.
23 The human[g] said,
“This one finally is bone from my bones
        and flesh from my flesh.
She will be called a woman[h]
        because from a man[i] she was taken.”
24 This is the reason that a man leaves his father and mother and embraces his wife, and they become one flesh. (Genesis 2:23-24) 
The betrothal ceremony would begin with the couple standing under the “chuppah” where they would exchange something of value, usually a ring, and drink a cup of wine to confirm the covenant. When the groom would offer and the bride would accept the cup of wine, the betrothal was initiated and the period of betrothal would start. Joseph and Mary were betrothed before Mary became pregnant with Y’shua.
Now the couple would separate to prepare for the wedding-to-be. However, just before the separation, the groom would give his betrothed a “matan” or gift as a sign of his love for her. It was given to encourage her confidence in her groom’s love for her and the expectation of his return to consummate the marriage.

During this time of separation, the groom would prepare the couple’s new home, usually in the home of his father, by adding rooms to the existing structure or building somewhere on the family property. The new home must also be better than the one from which the bride had come. The groom did not determine when the betrothal period was over. It was his father’s responsibility to determine when it was time for the son to return to fetch his bride and complete the marriage.

The bride was busy too. She was expected to prepare her trousseau – gown, bedclothes, linens for the wedding and wedding night.
Finally comes the wedding – or “nissuin.” The word is based on the Hebrew verb “to carry” (“nasa”). It is a visual description of the groom carrying the bride to their new home. During the period of betrothal, the bride is preparing, a year or longer, for the time when her intended will come and carry her away to their new home with great anticipation. One of the outstanding features of the wedding is the timing of the groom’s arrival to claim his bride. It was to be a surprise. She probably had an inkling of an idea as to when he would come, but, the exact hour and day was not known. Even the groom did not know until his father gave him the go-ahead.
The bride and her party are expected to be prepared for his arrival. To give the bride a warning of her beloved’s approach, a member of the groom’s party went ahead of the groom and shouted, “Behold, the bridegroom comes.” This was followed by a sounding of the shofar and a processional by the groom’s party through the city to the bride’s home. The groomsmen would then set up the “chuppah” once more. The couple would repeat the wine ceremony completing the vows of marriage.
To get the terms and their meaning more clear in your mind, the “eyrusin” initiates the period of betrothal or “kiddushim” which lasts at least one year and culminates in the “nissuin” (the wedding ceremony).

 This ceremony was followed by the wedding “supper.” I say “supper” but it was much more than what you would expect to see today. It lasted for seven days. (Since God created the world in seven days, the number seven represents completeness. It also represents God’s creation for the same reason.) Seven days of dancing, eating and celebrating. Afterwards, the couple would go off to begin their new life together in the fullness of a married union.

Now that you have the basics, let’s see how the detail of the ancient Jewish wedding system is used by God to teach us more about the revelation of Y’shua in our lives today.
At Mount Sinai, God proposes to the Jewish people. The whole of  chapter 19 of Exodus is considered the betrothal. God said He would protect them and provide for them if they would obey Him and keep His covenant. In this way, the Torah is considered the “ketubah” (the marriage contract), God is considered the suitor and the bridegroom, and Israel the bride. God said to Israel in Exodus 19:5:

Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. 

The Torah echoes throughout the bible. What we have in Exodus reappears in different ways and most completely in Y’shua’s relationship with his people.

The shiddukhin (the arrangement) starts with the selection of the bride by the father for his beloved son. God chose us for His son, Y’shua, before He created us!
For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. (Ephesians 1:4)

The ketubah God made with Israel is reflected in the Newer Testament, which is the contract Y’shua made with each and every believer. He promised to love us and protect us. He paid the price for us – the pearl of great value in Matthew 13:44-45:
Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 46 When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it. 
He bought it with “everything he had” - His own life. The bride’s dowry (your life) is described in 1 Corinthians 6:20:
you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your bodies. 

And in 1 Peter 1:18&19:

18 For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your ancestors, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. 

This is equivalent to the “mohar” – the gift. It is the gift of  love that confirms His love for us and encourages us to await his return when we can join Him forever.

The separated and individual immersion of both parties is seen also: the Groom (Y’shua) when He comes to John the Immerser at the Jordan in Matthew 3:13-15:

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14 But John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”
15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John consented.

The bride is immersed as described in Ephesians 5:23-27:

25 As for husbands, love your wives, just as the Messiah loved the Messianic Community, indeed, gave himself up on its behalf, 26 in order to set it apart for God, making it clean through immersion in the mikveh, so to speak, 27 in order to present the Messianic Community to himself as a bride to be proud of, without a spot, wrinkle or any such thing, but holy and without defect. 

You can also see the believers being washed in the Holy Spirit (the Ruach HaKodesh) in Acts during the celebration of Shavuot (Pentecost). Under the chuppah, the couple takes a cup of wine to consecrate their commitment. One of Y’shua’s final acts was to bless the cup of wine in the New Covenant – the ketubah – the agreement between him and His believers. He stated there that he would not drink again until later, when he would drink at the wedding feast.
Matthew 26:29: I tell you, I will not drink this ‘fruit of the vine’ again until the day I drink new wine with you in my Father’s Kingdom.” 

We are now in that period of betrothal. Many see this as salvation. Clearly, the betrothal initiates a period of sanctification, not salvation. It is a “kiddushin” – the period between the “eyrusin” (the betrothal ceremony) and the “nissuin” (the wedding).
As in ancient times, our betrothal is sealed. Our relationship with God is confirmed. Our salvation is secure. The only one who can separate us from God is the Groom. Only the Groom can initiate a divorce. Our God does not change His mind. It is not in His character to go back on His covenants. This is the significance of Deuteronomy 24:1. 
“I will betroth you to Me forever;
Yes, I will betroth you to Me
In righteousness and justice,
In lovingkindness and mercy;
20 I will betroth you to Me in faithfulness,
And you shall know the Lord. (Hosea 2:19-20) 
and Malachi 2:16:
“For the Lord God of Israel says
That He hates divorce,  

and His Son confirms this in John 10:28:
And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. 
We are secure in our salvation. It is not so much that God can dismiss us – nullify His relationship with us. It is that WE cannot break our relationship with Him. Y’shua can divorce us according to Deuteronomy 24:1 as stated above; however, He vows in John 10:28 that He will “never” leave us.
Meanwhile, let’s get back to the wedding. During the betrothal period what is Y’shua doing? Exactly what a good husband-to-be should be doing. See John 14:2-3:

2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.
3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.

His bridal gift – the matan – is the Holy Spirit.  It is a gift that Y’shua has left for His beloved bride to encourage her in the time of separation.

13 Furthermore, you who heard the message of the truth, the Good News offering you deliverance, and put your trust in the Messiah were sealed by him with the promised Ruach HaKodesh, 14 who guarantees our inheritance until we come into possession of it and thus bring him praise commensurate with his glory. (Ephesians 1:13&14).

What is the bride supposed to be doing during the betrothal period? Paul says in 2 Corinthians 11:2-3:

2 For I am jealous for you with God’s kind of jealousy; since I promised to present you as a pure virgin in marriage to your one husband, the Messiah; 3 and I fear that somehow your minds may be seduced away from simple and pure devotion to the Messiah, just as Havah was deceived by the serpent and his craftiness. 
The bridal preparation for us is reflected in the Jewish name for the betrothal period – kiddushim – sanctification. We are set apart. This begins the process of cleansing (“tevilah” in Hebrew) that is initiated in the “mikveh” (the ritual bath) and continues through our efforts to become spotless, without blemish, and become virgin-like for the day when our Groom Messiah will come for us.
Now, the bride is prepared for her groom. This is what is being referred to in Matthew 25:1-13. You know the story. Five bridesmaids are prepared for the procession with plenty of oil, five were lazy and didn’t prepare for enough oil. The lazy bridesmaids were shut out of the festivities.

But the Son doesn’t know when He will come. He tells us this in Matthew 24: 32-36:
32 “Now let the fig tree teach you its lesson: when its branches begin to sprout and leaves appear, you know that summer is approaching. 33 In the same way, when you see all these things, you are to know that the time is near, right at the door. 34 Yes! I tell you that this people will certainly not pass away before all these things happen. 35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.
36 “But when that day and hour will come, no one knows — not the angels in heaven, not the Son, only the Father. 

When the Groom Y’shua comes how will the bride His believers) know? I Thessalonians 4:16-18:

16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a rousing cry, with a call from one of the ruling angels, and with God’s shofar; those who died united with the Messiah will be the first to rise; 17 then we who are left still alive will be caught up with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air; and thus we will always be with the Lord. 18 So encourage each other with these words.

Might not one of the ruling angels be shouting, “Behold, the groom comes” as the shofar blows?

The wedding procession then proceeds through the city streets to the bride’s home. Who is in the processional? “Those who died united with the Messiah.” This includes those who died believing in the Messiah before His incarnation because their belief is accredited to them as righteousness also.
The Groom Messiah has left to prepare our home and will be back to carry us away.  When we are carried away it is the same as being “caught up.” This is the rapture of the church. This is the wedding that is the spiritual union of Messiah and His Bride, the assembly of believers. 
After the wedding comes the “supper.” The bible describes it in Revelation 19:7-9:

“Let us rejoice and be glad!
Let us give him the glory!
For the time has come for the
wedding of the Lamb,
and his Bride has prepared herself —
8 fine linen, bright and clean
has been given her to wear.”
(“Fine linen” means the righteous deeds of God’s people.)
9 The angel said to me, “Write: ‘How blessed are those who have been invited to the wedding feast of the Lamb!’” Then he added, “These are God’s very words.” 

We become betrothed to Yeshua when we accept his offer of salvation – the “eyrusin.” We are purified and sanctified during the period of betrothal – called the “kiddushin” which continues until the “nissuin” – the wedding.

For us now, it is time to prepare. How much time do we have? Only the Father in Heaven knows. Can we be ready? In the twinkling of an eye – that is how long it takes to repent.

Some will say only the Chosen people get to go because they have been His bride throughout the Older Testament and God isn’t a polygamist. Some say that only the church is the bride because it speaks of believers in the Newer Testament. I say, God accepts you as His bride when you are circumcised in your heart and grafted in to the God of Israel, because the God of Israel is the God of all, the creator of all.

Paul in Romans talks of both brides. In chapter 9 verses 4 and 5 he says,

the people of Isra’el! They were made God’s children, the Sh’khinah has been with them, the covenants are theirs, likewise the giving of the Torah, the Temple service and the promises; 5 the Patriarchs are theirs; and from them, as far as his physical descent is concerned, came the Messiah, who is over all. Praised be Adonai for ever! Amen. 

And in chapter 11 of Romans, verses17-24:
17 But if some of the branches were broken off, and you — a wild olive — were grafted in among them and have become equal sharers in the rich root of the olive tree, 18 then don’t boast as if you were better than the branches! However, if you do boast, remember that you are not supporting the root, the root is supporting you. 19 So you will say, “Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in.” 20 True, but so what? They were broken off because of their lack of trust. However, you keep your place only because of your trust. So don’t be arrogant; on the contrary, be terrified! 21 For if God did not spare the natural branches, he certainly won’t spare you! 22 So take a good look at God’s kindness and his severity: on the one hand, severity toward those who fell off; but, on the other hand, God’s kindness toward you — provided you maintain yourself in that kindness! Otherwise, you too will be cut off! 23 Moreover, the others, if they do not persist in their lack of trust will be grafted in; because God is able to graft them back in. 24 For if you were cut out of what is by nature a wild olive tree and grafted, contrary to nature, into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these natural branches be grafted back into their own olive tree! 

We just need to trust Yeshua and have confidence in what He says and what He asks you to do. 

He will not divorce you. He will not forget you. He will deliver you. He will intimately join you with Himself! His word is given to us in truth and love. The theme of Y’shua as the groom and His followers as the bride is a picture of God’s great love for His people. This love is displayed in the Older Testament and the Newer Testament. The love story between HaShem and Israel and Y’shua and His believers show again, the connectedness of both testaments and the Jewishness of the bible.

Father in Heaven, I pray in the words of Psalm 119:173-175:
173 Let Your hand become my help,
For I have chosen Your precepts.
174 I long for Your salvation, O Lord,
And Your law is my delight.
175 Let my soul live, and it shall praise You;
And let Your judgments help me.

Amen.
