Parashah Lech Lecha Comments – 2013
This wonderful portion of scripture (Parashah Lech Lecha) tells of the tests Abraham passes in becoming the father of our faith – the first Patriarch. Some say that, if God spoke to them in the same way God spoke to Abraham, there would be no doubt that they would believe and obey just as Abraham did.  Really? Let’s look at some of the things Abraham did to be called “Father Abraham.”
First, God calls him to leave his country and his people and his relatives and his VALUES (Abraham’s father was an idol-maker so he had to go from many gods of wood and stone to the ONE GOD whose reality is spirit) and go to a place to which he’s never been at the age of seventy-five! This also meant taking his wife (then called Sarai - later God changed her name to Sarah), all their belongings, and a bunch of servants they had acquired. Oh yes, he also took his nephew Lot, Mrs Lot and the entire Lot household too! 

To me, this takes a whole lot of something we today call courage. What is courage? A working definition is “action in spite of fear.” Maybe, if you knew God was calling you, you could do what Abraham did today, but I submit to you that what was MOST courageous about this was that Abraham was the first. Abraham, in spite of his fear and a whole bunch of other excuses he could have used, allowed God to make Abraham completely dependent on God. He blazed a trail for others to follow.

The Apostles were also trailblazers. The bible mentions a couple of trailblazer wannabees. Here is Luke 9:59-62:

59 Then He said to another, “Follow Me.”
But he said, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.”
60 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and preach the kingdom of God.”
61 And another also said, “Lord, I will follow You, but let me first go and bid them farewell who are at my house.”
62 But Jesus said to him, “No one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”
But even these people had the Holy Scriptures as an example. Not so Abraham.

When Abraham gets to the land God promised to give him, he experiences famine. He picks up and moves to Egypt in order to survive. He has the courage to give God the benefit of the doubt and persevere rather than return to where he came from.
Later, as he and Lot both prosper on their return to the Promised Land, Abraham again shows courage in doing what was right. Both families have grown to where there is friction between the herdsmen  so Abraham gives Lot the first choice as to what land Lot would prefer to graze his herds and raise his family. It takes courage to be self-sacrificing and not feed your own self-image. Abraham was the uncle, the older relative. He could have exercised his right to decide what was best for his own interests. Instead, he relents and gives Lot the opportunity. A lesser man would not have done so.

When Lot gets scooped up by Four Kings, Abraham assembles his 318 men and goes after them to rescue his nephew and his household. Let me read this portion to you:

11 The victors took all the possessions of S’dom and ‘Amora and all their food supply; then they left. 12 But as they left, they took Lot, Avram’s brother’s son, and his possessions; since he was living in S’dom. 13 Someone who had escaped came and told Avram the Hebrew, who was living by the oaks of Mamre the Emori, brother of Eshkol and brother of ‘Aner; all of them allies of Avram.14 When Avram heard that his nephew had been taken captive, he led out his trained men, who had been born in his house, 318 of them, and went in pursuit as far as Dan. 15 During the night he and his servants divided his forces against them, then attacked and pursued them all the way to Hovah, north of Dammesek. 16 He recovered all the goods and brought back his nephew Lot with his goods, together with the women and the other people. (Genesis 14:11-16)
Abraham had some help: three neighbors the bible calls “allies.” I don’t want to diminish the role of these allies, but it was Abraham who led the attack and it is hard to believe that four kings didn’t have a strong advantage over Abraham and three allies. Here it was family loyalty that evoked his courage. Family is big with God.

Then, Abraham refuses the tribute the King of Sodom offers him after the battle. He believes God’s promise that the Land will be given to him will be honored. Nevertheless, he could have had the spoils of war AND the land. To me, this also shows he had the courage to avoid the temptation of greed. He didn’t fight for the profit, he did it for family. 

He again has the courage to be self-sacrificing when Sarah complains about Hagar’s disrespect of her. Rather than blaming Sarah since she encouraged Abraham sleep with Hagar fathering Ishmael, he again relents and gives Sarah her way as he gave Lot his way. To me, that takes a lot of strength of character. A lesser man might surely have thrown this problem right back in Sarah’s face.

Then God shows up years later (some calculate 13 years but it was certainly a long time) and makes a covenant with Abraham and, as a sign of the agreement, tells Abraham to circumcise himself, Ishmael and every other male in his household. By my reckoning, take the 318 men mentioned above, add 13 years, add a few acquisitions, subtract a few   deaths, add some births and you come up with 500 or so males who were circumcised “on that very day” as it says in Genesis 17:23! That is called having the courage of your convictions! It is worthy of the man on whose shoulders all believers in the One True God can stand, be encouraged and be inspired. You need to have big shoulders if all the nations of the world will be blessed through you, right? This kind of encouragement is confirmed in Isaiah 40:30-31:
30 Even the youths shall faint and be weary,
And the young men shall utterly fall,
31 But those who wait on the Lord
Shall renew their strength;
They shall mount up with wings like eagles,
They shall run and not be weary,
They shall walk and not faint.

Three patriarchs are so important, that God is known by them: He is the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob!  Not Moses, not David, not Joseph! And his descendants, beside the people of Israel, include the Messiah Y’shua, all His believers, and the Nations (the Gentiles) in the future that God prophesied in Genesis 12:3 when He said, “all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”
We must follow this example. It takes a great deal of courage for most Jewish people to break through the barrier of fear opposing the embracing of the Messiahship of Y’shua. It also takes a great deal of courage for Gentile believers to break through the barriers of Christian tradition and surrender to the Jewishness of the Messiah. For God’s prophesy to be fulfilled, the barriers erected by replacement theology and any other supersessionist ideologies that say God’s promises, His covenants, are replaced or superceded need to remember God made this one with Abraham and it is “everlasting.”  God said this:
4 “As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you, and you shall be a father of many nations. 5 No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you a father of many nations. 6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 7 And I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants after you in their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and your descendants after you. 8 Also I give to you and your descendants after you the land in which you are a stranger, all the land of Canaan, as an everlasting possession; and I will be their God.” (Genesis 17:4-6)

Abraham fulfilled his part of the deal. God will honor His as well.

Both Jews and Gentiles must have courage to seek out the truth for themselves. If you are in doubt about the Torah (the Five Books of Moses), the Tenach (the Old Testament including the Torah), or the Brit Chadashah (the New Testament), search out the truth. God said, in the first words of the bible, “In the beginning, God…” If you accept that, the rest is seeking reconciliation of anything that appears to be in conflict. Just like Abraham, give God’s word the benefit of the doubt.
If you doubt any part of the New or Old Testament and are afraid it will destroy your faith if you seek the truth and it disappoints you, you are cutting yourself off from the higher truth that awaits you at the end of your search.

And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:3)

I believe in the inspiration of the Old and the New Testaments. The prophesies in both confirm it.

Also the fruits of the testaments reveal it. Matthew says in chapter 7:18-20:

18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Therefore by their fruits you will know them. 

To me the bad fruit that has been produced in this world is not from these texts but from those whose bias, prejudice, or political preferences have misused these texts.
I recently saw a compelling video by Chuck Misler of Koinonia Ministries reaffirming the inspiration of the Gospels. I don’t have time to go into this but you can do it yourself if it will encourage you. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=flbaJfRwYxM
To me, the importance of the courage Abraham demonstrated is that we all need to take courage because we will have many descendants standing on our shoulders. Do we want them to be strong and courageous too? You bet! We have a responsibility to continue to seek the truth wherever we find it. We have to have the courage to see what we are seeking to the end. We cannot fear what we might find. It will diminish the gifts to us that God yearns for us all to have.
Father in Heaven, increase our faith. Encourage us to seek more of you and to break through our fear of the unknown. Lift up those of us who are weary and help us to walk in your ways. Help us to walk in the fullness of your truth like our father Abraham.

Amen
