Parashah Metzora Comments (April 5, 2014)
God is life. He is the creator of life. He is pure. He is holy meaning that He is separate from everything else. He is unique. He will not allow His Presence to be defiled by anything that does not reflect these qualities. Sin is a disease leading to death. The serpent said to Chava (Eve) in the Garden of Eden, “Surely you will not die.” When he encouraged her to eat the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, the serpent blended truth with a lie: Eve would NOT die at the moment she tasted the fruit; however, she and Adam became “infected” by their disobedience to God which led to pain, suffering and, eventual death. Uncleanness births disease and comes to the same end.
This week’s parashah (Torah portion) is called Metzora. The word is Hebrew for a person afflicted with “tzara’at.”  “Tzara’t” is called “leprosy” in most English bibles. It is also called, “a skin disease”, “the skin disease”, “dreaded skin disease”, “a bad skin disease”, “harmful skin disease”, and “a serious skin disease.” “Metzora” is usually translated as “leper” or “the person afflicted with a skin disease.” A few of the English versions I looked at described “tzara’at” as “any skin disease.” As skin diseases go, leprosy is a better description than most of the 30 translations I looked at; however, Leprosy (or Hansen’s disease) is NOT “tzara’at.” “Tzara’at” is “tzara’at.” It is a skin disease hat the Sages of Judaism saw as God’s judgment on a person’s sinful condition. “Tzara’at” was synonymous with sin. It was a public declaration by God that the person so afflicted had moved away from God by sinning.  He was to be separated from the rest of the people until and unless the disease left him. His separation from the camp gave the afflicted person time for introspection and self-evaluation – an opportunity to search within him/herself to uncover the source of their uncleanness and sincerely repent which would “cure” the condition and allow a return to fellowship with the people and God’s atonement and restoration of the closer relationship with the Almighty that comes when we turn back to God and strive toward holiness. The more we try to obey Him and strive to be holy (“Be holy, for I am holy” God says repeatedly in Deuteronomy), the more we rid ourselves of sin and uncleanness, the more intimate our relationship with Him can be. This is our purpose in life. The better our relationship with God, the more He is blessed and the more WE are blessed. Our best strategy for a good life is the continuing goal and purpose of enhancing our relationship with God.  Tzara’at is an indication of spiritual dysfunction and God’s judgment. It is one kind of uncleanness. If you are ritually unclean, spiritually unclean, you cannot be in the presence of HaShem.
We learn this from the Torah, in this week’s Torah portion. The traditions of Judaism can also teach us about our relationship with God. These traditions can help us; but Messianic Jews and Christians do not elevate them to a divine classification as the Torah and the Brit Chadashah (the Newer Testament). Much of modern Judaism, however, has become entrenched in dogmatic adherence to a large portion of Jewish thought called the “Oral Torah” which is rabbinic commentary, now written down, that has been elevated to the level of Torah. In some cases, by some rabbis, the “Oral Torah”, known as the “Talmud”, is regarded to be higher than Torah! Nevertheless, these commentaries and other writings that express Jewish thinking, understanding and wisdom, can aid in understanding what God is revealing to us about who He is and how we are to respond to His calling on our lives. Ironically, the Jewish Holy Scriptures themselves do not speak directly about a Messiah. Jewish tradition, on the other hand, is another matter altogether. 
Throughout Jewish history and culture, much has been written about the Messiah. Essentially, the Messiah would be the one who, in the End Times, save God’s people and usher in the Kingdom of God. Two of the central descriptions of the Messiah were Messiah Ben Joseph and Messiah Ben David. Ben Joseph was to come, in humility, and take the suffering of the people on himself. Messiah Ben Joseph was likened to Joseph, the son of Jacob and Rachel, who was despised by his Jewish brothers, thrown into a pit, sold into slavery, falsely imprisoned, and ultimately was the one who saved the Nation of Egypt from famine. The suffering of the patriarch Joseph in his early life led to the salvation of the entire known world at the time, including Joseph’s father, Jacob, and the rest of his family which would eventually become “Am Yisroel”, the Nation of Israel. 
The Messiah Ben David was the conquering Messiah, King Messiah, who would save his people through the military and political establishment of the Kingdom of God, also known as the New Jerusalem, the Messianic Age. Both core concepts developed separately. In fact, during the time of Yeshua, both Messianic expectations were alive and well! However, the Sages didn’t connect them. The closest they came was one tradition that said that Messiah Ben Joseph was a harbinger of Messiah Ben David, that Messiah Ben Joseph would die in a battle between good and evil and that his death would benefit Messiah Ben David. This connected the descriptions but did not unify them.
Messiah Ben Joseph was the “suffering servant” of Isaiah 53: 
In fact, it was our diseases he bore,
our pains from which he suffered;
yet we regarded him as punished,
stricken and afflicted by God.
5 But he was wounded because of our crimes,
crushed because of our sins;
the disciplining that makes us whole fell on him,
and by his bruises* we are healed. (Isaiah 53:4&5)

Another passage that supported the Messiah Ben Joseph picture was Zechariah 9:9:

Rejoice with all your heart, daughter of Tziyon!
Shout out loud, daughter of Yerushalayim!
Look! Your king is coming to you.
He is righteous, and he is victorious.
Yet he is humble — he’s riding on a donkey,
yes, on a lowly donkey’s colt. 
An extension of this concept from the Babylonian Talmud is given in an article on the web site www.hebrew4christians:

“In the Talmud, it is written “When will the Messiah come?” And “By what sign will I recognize him?” Elijah tells him to go to the gate of the city where he will find the Messiah sitting among the poor lepers.(“metzorot” – the plural of “metzora”) (Sanhedrin 98a). “The Messiah what is his name?...The Sages say, the Leper Scholar, as it is said, ‘surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him a leper, smitten of God and afflicted…’” (Sanhedrin 98b). These statements concern the idea of Messiah Ben Yoseph.” (from the article“The Leper Messiah”)
Another Jewish tradition states that “teshuvah” (“repentance” in English) was created at twilight, just before the first Shabbat. (B’rachot 54a) that is, at the same time Adam and Eve were created. Teshuvah is a response to sin. As we said before, sin is a disease that leads to death. It is the greatest uncleanness that separates us from God. Repentance is the cure for sin. It is the cure for tzara’at. 
God’s forgiveness is tied to healing and redemption.
2 Bless the Lord, O my soul,
    and forget not all his benefits,
3 who forgives all your iniquity,
    who heals all your diseases,
4 who redeems your life from the pit,
    who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, (Psalm 103:2-4)

And, again, Isaiah 53:5:

“…by his bruises* we are healed.” 

It is written that “God provides the cure before the plague.”  John 1:1 says,

In the beginning was the Word,
    and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.

The Father gave us the cure for our own tzara’at. We are all “metzorot” living in the “leper colony” of this world, separated from the Father because of our uncleanness, unable to undo the disobedience of Adam and Eve. Our Father in heaven is the father of all things, including time. He knew we would be afflicted and He provided the cure. Because He is pure, holy, separate, He cannot come Himself. He cannot defile Himself. It is also stated in the Torah that HaShem (“literally, “The Name” implying the name of God) is spirit, not a physical entity. So He made a way to cure our sinful nature by sending His Son as one of our own to exchange our sinfulness for His righteousness. Through the obedience of the Son to the Father’s will, even to His own death,  the sending of Yeshua by His Father saved our relationship with the Father. 
Maybe this is why Yeshua’s ministry often focused on the healing of metzorot. Look at Matthew 10:6-8:

“…go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Isra’el. 7 As you go, proclaim, ‘The Kingdom of Heaven is near,’8 heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those afflicted with tzara’at, expel demons. 

Moses is considered a picture of Messiah and there are many similarities between the first Messiah (Moses) and the last Messiah (Yeshua). Moses, when Israel sinned against God, offered to take the punishment the Israelites deserved. God did not permit Moses to make this sacrifice. Instead, the honor went to Yeshua of Nazareth. 
In his letter to the Messianic Jews, Saul of Tarsus says:

Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor than Moses, just as the builder of a house has greater honor than the house itself. (Hebrews 3:3)
He woman with the issue of blood was made clean by her belief that just touching Yeshua’s prayer shawl would cure her of her uncleanness. Mark 25-34:
25 Among them was a woman who had had a hemorrhage for twelve years26 and had suffered a great deal under many physicians. She had spent her life savings; yet instead of improving, she had grown worse. 27 She had heard about Yeshua, so she came up behind him in the crowd and touched his robe; 28 for she said, “If I touch even his clothes, I will be healed.”29 Instantly the hemorrhaging stopped, and she felt in her body that she had been healed from the disease.30 At the same time, Yeshua, aware that power had gone out from him, turned around in the crowd and asked, “Who touched my clothes?” 31 Histalmidim responded, “You see the people pressing in on you; and still you ask, ‘Who touched me?’” 32 But he kept looking around to see who had done it. 33 The woman, frightened and trembling, because she knew what had happened to her, came and fell down in front of him and told him the whole truth. 34 “Daughter,” he said to her, “your trust has healed you. Go in peace, and be healed of your disease.”

Because of this godly woman’s condition, she was unable to come into the Temple for twelve years! An Orthodox Jewish woman today and in Yeshua’s time had to observe the laws of “Niddah.” During her menstruation, and a time after, she was not permitted to be in the presence of God. The menstrual flow and this woman’s hemorrhage were both considered unclean. The “Niddah” (menstruating woman) wasn’t allowed near the Temple for seven days. This woman had been separated from God for twelve years and become impoverished by her condition. Her belief in the Messiah healed her in one instant. He was the cure for her disease. He is the cure for our disease.
The tradition of the Messiah Ben David comes from passages like Daniel 7:13:
“I was watching in the night visions,
And behold, One like the Son of Man,
Coming with the clouds of heaven!
He came to the Ancient of Days,
And they brought Him near before Him. 

And Genesis 49:10 where Jacob, on his deathbed, is blessing his sons and giving them his prophesies:
The scepter or leadership shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until Shiloh [the Messiah, the Peaceful One] comes to Whom it belongs, and to Him shall be the obedience of the people. 

All believers in God look forward to the coming of Messiah. The hope of most of my believing traditional Jewish brothers and sisters is that He will come and bring peace whether it is in the spirit of Joseph or David. Messianic Jews and Christians know how he is coming and that this is not the first time. 

Messiah Ben Joseph came to exchange the Just for the Unjust: Himself for the metzorot – us lepers if its easier for you to use that word. While He is preparing a place for His bride (the believers) in His Father’s house, He is also building His army of the repentant and the redeemed.
Messiah Ben Joseph sacrificed Himself so that He can come back as Messiah Ben David equipped to complete the work His Father gave Him to do: to save all of mankind with the army of believers He will have acquired through the catalyst of His redemptive sacrifice.

Yeshua tells us, in the story of the ten virgins, that only His Father will know when He will come for His bride, the believers. However, we do have a picture of His coming to rule in the Messianic Age in the Book of Jude.

Listen to verses 14&15:

14 Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men also, saying, “Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints, 15 to execute judgment on all, to convict all who are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have committed in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.” 

If you’ve got tzara’at, God has provided the cure. In Jewish tradition, it is said that the sinner has his back toward God and imagines that God has his back toward him, the sinner. When the sinner experiences “teshuvah”, repentance, he turns around to find God was turned toward him all the time.

The doctor can provide the medicine, but the patient has to be willing to take it. Yeshua will cure your skin disease. He’ll take care of all of you if you surrender to Him and, through him, to His Father.

Let us pray: Father in Heaven, thank you for sending your Son, Yeshua Ben Joseph, to lead each one of us out of our own isolation, our own tzara’at, to cleanse us and lead us into fellowship with our brothers, our sisters and most importantly You. And, Father, we also thank you in advance for sending your Son a second time as Yeshua Ben David who will purify and redeem the whole world and return us to the Garden in which You will be pleased to have us live in the fullness of the intimacy you wanted with Adam and Eve. 
Amen!
