Parashah Tzav Comments (2014)

This week’s Torah portion (Parashah) is called “Tzav” in Hebrew which means “Give an order” and refers to God telling Moses to tell Aaron the rules and regulations concerning the burnt offering. The parashah then provides  the requirements for other sacrifices and ends with the consecration of Aaron as High Priest and his sons as priests to serve in the Tabernacle.
The Tabernacle was situated in the center of the twelve tribes. It represented the fact that the Tabernacle and later the Temple in Jerusalem was at the center of Jewish life.
Now let me tell you a short story. In the time of Yeshua, there were two great Jewish academies of learning: the school of (Rabbi) Shammai and the school of (Rabbi) Hillel. The head of the school of Rabbi Hillel was the great Rabbi’s grandson, Rabbi Gamaliel. In the Brit Chadashah, it is Rabbi Gamaliel who spoke in the Sanhedrin concerning the Apostles in Acts 5:33-39:

33 When they heard this, they were furious and wanted to put them to death. 34 But a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, who was honored by all the people, stood up in the Sanhedrin and ordered that the men be put outside for a little while. 35 Then he addressed the Sanhedrin: “Men of Israel, consider carefully what you intend to do to these men. 36 Some time ago Theudas appeared, claiming to be somebody, and about four hundred men rallied to him. He was killed, all his followers were dispersed, and it all came to nothing. 37 After him, Judas the Galilean appeared in the days of the census and led a band of people in revolt. He too was killed, and all his followers were scattered.38 Therefore, in the present case I advise you: Leave these men alone! Let them go! For if their purpose or activity is of human origin, it will fail. 39 But if it is from God, you will not be able to stop these men; you will only find yourselves fighting against God.”

Gamaliel had two star students. One of them was Jochanan Ben Zakkai. When the Temple in Jerusalem was destroyed in 70 A.D. and the city of Jerusalem with it, Rabbi Jochanan Ben Zakkai was able to save himself by prophesying to the Roman general, Titus, that he would become Emperor of Rome. Having ingratiated himself to the General, Titus asked Rabbi Jochanan what he wanted as a reward for this endorsement. The rabbi replied, Give me Yavneh and the Sages.” As a result, the center of Jewish thought was moved from Jerusalem to Yavneh, a city near modern-day Tel Aviv. 

The Rabbi believed that since the Temple was destroyed, the faith that Moses practiced could no longer be followed. Today, on every Orthodox synagogue, you will find the following statement in Hebrew: “The glory has departed, the Shekinah has gone.” This was the beginning of a great separation that eventually solidified into a Jewish religion that elevated the Oral Law to be equal to and  sometimes even more important than the Torah (The Five Books of Moses). Many Orthodox rabbis will even tell you that the Oral Law, finally written down and collected in what is now known as the Talmud, is even higher than the Torah because these rabbis interpreted Deuteronomy 30:12 which, in speaking of the Torah, reads:
It is not up in heaven, so that you have to ask, “Who will ascend into heaven to get it and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?” 

The rabbis claimed they brought the proper understanding of the Torah from Heaven. The Rabbis of Yavneh and their successors, Orthodox Judaism, were doing what so many others have done: taken scripture out of context to suit their own purposes. This is my opinion. Judge for yourself. I quote the passage just cited (verse 12) along with the verse before it and the two verses after it:
11 Now what I am commanding you today is not too difficult for you or beyond your reach.12 It is not up in heaven, so that you have to ask, “Who will ascend into heaven to get it and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?” 13 Nor is it beyond the sea, so that you have to ask, “Who will cross the sea to get it and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?” 14 No, the word is very near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart so you may obey it. (Deuteronomy 30:11-14)
It is also true that not every religious Jew is part of this heritage. There are, for instance the Karaite Jews who emphatically deny the importance that Orthodox Judaism attaches to the Talmud. However, the current mainstream Jewish thinking is based on the ideas of Rabbi Jochanan ben Zakkai.

Who was the other star student of Rabbi Gamaliel? Rabbi Sha’ul (Paul) of Tarsis.

In the time of Yeshua, there were many Jews who yearned for a Messiah to save Israel from Roman domination, but there was also a large number of Jewish people who sought another kind of redeemer. One who would save the people from the disconnection with God expressed by the hypocracies of the Jewish political/religious elite who saw Yeshua as a threat to their power and prestige. 
From where we sit, looking back on this time as believers in the Messiahship of Yeshua, it is easy to see the first redeemer, Moses, in the second redeemer, Yeshua. 

	Moshe was persecuted by Pharoah during early childhood. “Then Pharaoh gave this order to all his people: ‘Every boy that is born you must throw into the Nile….’” (Exodus 1:22)
Moshe changed the water into blood. “…He raised his staff in the presence of Pharaoh and his officials and struck the water of the Nile, and all the water was changed into blood.” (Exodus 7:20)

Moshe opened the sea. “Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the LORD drove the sea back with a strong east wind and turned it into dry land…” (Exodus 14:21)

God sent “loaves” to His people through Moshe in the desert. “Then the LORD said to Moses, “I will rain down bread from heaven for you…” (Exodus 16:4)

Moshe wrote the Torah.  “And it came to pass, when Moses had made an end of writing the words of this law in a book, until they were finished “ (Deuteronomy 31:24

Moshe passed away on a hill “There on the mountain that you have climbed you will die and be gathered to your people,…” (Deuteronomy 32;50)

Moshe fasted forty days. “Moses was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights without eating bread or drinking water…” (Exodus 34:28)

Moshe knew he would die. “Take vengeance on the Midianites for the Israelites. After that, you will be gathered to your people.” (Numbers 31:2)

Moshe commanded twelve tribes. “So I took the heads of your tribes, wise and experienced men, and ]appointed them heads over you, leaders of thousands and ]of hundreds, ]of fifties and of tens, and officers for your tribes.” (Deuteronomy 1:15)

Moshe hid in Egypt as a child during a slaughter of babies. “The woman conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he was ]beautiful, she hid him for three months.” (Exodus 2:2)

God Himself spoke directly to Moshe. “When the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke and God answered him with thunder.” ((Exodus 19:19)

Moshe led people out of the slavery of Egypt. “Then the LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, and gave them a charge to the sons of Israel and to Pharaoh king of Egypt, to bring the sons of Israel out of the land of Egypt.” (Exodus 6:13)

Moshe was faithful. “…My servant Moses, 
He is faithful in all My household…” (Numbers 12:7)

Moshe was hidden by God. “…I will put you in the cleft of the rock and cover you with My hand until I have passed by.” (Exodus 33:22)

Moshe appeared after his death. “Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus.” (Matthew 17:3)

Moshe spoke to the people of Israel shortly before his death.  “Moses finished speaking all these words to all Israel,” (Deuteronomy 32:45)

Moshe was intercessor and mediator between God and the Israelites “And they said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen. But don’t let God speak directly to us, or we will die!” (Exodus 20:19)

	Yeshua was persecuted by Herod during early childhood. “When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi.”(Matthew 2:16)

Yeshua changed the water into wine. “and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine…” (Matthew 2:9)

Yeshua walked on the sea. “…they saw Jesus approaching the boat, walking on the water…” (John 6:19)

Yeshua multiplied loaves to His people in the desert. “41 Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to his disciples to set before the people. He also divided the two fish among them all. 42 They all ate and were satisfied, 43 and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces of bread and fish. 44 The number of the men who had eaten was five thousand.” (Mark 6:41-44)

Yeshua followed the Torah. “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.” (Matthew 5:17) 

Yeshua passed away on a hill. “22 They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means The Place of the Skull)… 25 It was the third hour when they crucified him.” (Mark 15: 22,25)

Yeshua fasted forty days. “1 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the desert, 2 where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of them he was hungry.” (Luke 4:1-2)

Yeshua knew He would die. “From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.” (Matthew 16:21)

Yeshua commanded twelve disciples. “And when day came, He called His disciples to Him and chose twelve of them, whom He also named as apostles:” (Luke 6:13)

Yeshua hid in Egypt as a child during the slaughter of babies. “Now when they had gone, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Get up! Take the Child and His mother and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is going to search for the Child to destroy Him.’” (Matthew 2:13)

God spoke directly to Yeshua. “For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things that He Himself is doing; and the Father will show Him greater works than these, so that you will marvel.” (John 5:20)

Yeshua led people out of the slavery of sin. “She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” (Matthew 1:21)

Yeshua was faithful. “Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our confession; 2 He was faithful to Him who appointed Him, as Moses also was in all His house.” (Hebrews 3: 1-2)

Yeshua was raised by God. “But God raised him from the dead…” (Acts 2:24)

Yeshua appeared after His death. “When Jesus rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had driven seven demons.” (Mark 16:9)

Yeshua spoke to the people of Jerusalem shortly before His death. “Then Jesus spoke to the multitudes and to His disciples,” (Matthew 23:1)

Yeshua is intercessor and mediator between God and the believers “For there is only one God and one Mediator who can reconcile God and humanity—the man Christ Jesus.”. (1 Timothy 2:5)


But ever since rabbinic or Orthodox Judaism has denied the possibility of Yeshua as Messiah, there has been an unwillingness to reconsider who Yeshua really is. When Christians look back, they can see Yeshua all the way back to the beginning of the bible. Most Jewish people, however, will not even consider the possibility that Yeshua is the Messiah and dismiss the Christian/Messianic perspective. While this may be the current state of affairs, more and more Jewish people are reconsidering long-held assumptions and understandings to the extent that  the traditional Jewish thinking is being sorely tested. Much of this reconsideration is  coming from inside the Jewish ideological framework. Rabbi Sha’ul had a purely Jewish perspective. So did the Apostles. So did the thousands of believers who came to believe in Yeshua while he walked the streets of Israel. 
In a foretaste of what was to come, on his deathbed, Rabbi Zakkai even had his doubts.  He expressed to his talmidim, “students” in English, that he feared the Almighty might judge him to be unworthy of an eternal relationship with Him because of his spiritual pride. 
The Messianic movement of the past 50 years continues to bear witness to Rabbi Sha’ul of Tarsis who said the faith of Moses was fulfilled in Yeshua and not destroyed with the destruction of the Temple. Rabbi Sha’ul was an expert on the Torah and the other expressions of Jewish thought. He saw Yeshua in this prophecy God stated to Moses:
“I will raise up a prophet from among their brothers like you and I will put My words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him” (Deuteronomy 18:18)

Rabbi Itzhak Shapira, in his book, “The Return of the Kosher Pig”, humbly offers his Jewish brothers and sisters to reconsider the Messiahship of Yeshua using the very Talmud that is so highly revered by religious Jews today. He offers this as evidence to his Jewish brothers and sisters who have a deep desire to know God’s truth and seek it through traditional Judaism. In Ecclesiastes Rabbah, a commentary on the Book of Ecclesiastes, we read:
And the pig (hazir*): why is his name called pig? In the future he will return the kingdom to his proper owner. Says Rabbi Berechiah in the name of Rabbi Yitzchak, as the first redeemer so is the last redeemer. What is stated of the first redeemer? “And Moses took his wife and his sons and set them upon an ass and he returned to the land of Egypt.” (Exodus 4:20) and also stated of the last redeemer, “thy king cometh unto thee, he is triumphant, and victorious, lowly, and riding upon an ass, even upon a colt the foal of an ass.” (Zechariah 9:9) From the first redeemer he brought the manna as it is stated, “Behold, I will cause to rain bread from heaven for you.” (Exodus 16:4) So is the last redeemer, as it is stated, “May he be as a rich cornfield in the land upon the top of the mountains.” (Psalm 72:16) Of the first redeemer it is said, “and he sat down by a well (Exodus 2:15), but the last redeemer will be the source of the water, as it is stated, “And all the brooks of Judah shall flow with waters; and a fountain shall come forth of the house of the Lord, and shall water the valley of Shittim” (Joel 4:18)
Rabbi Shapira says the point of this passage is clearly that while Moses brought the first redemption with miracles, the Messiah, the second redeemer, will bring an even greater redemption with greater miracles. The commentary above mentions three areas that are common to both the first redeemer (Moses) and the last redeemer (the Messiah):

1) Riding upon an ass. What is the meaning of the ass?

2) Bringing bread from heaven. What does the bread mean?

3) Bringing up water from the well. What does the water mean?

Before answering this, Rabbi Shapira explains the significance of the pig. Since the word for pig (hazir) is derived from the word meaning to return (hazar), the implication is that the Messiah, who was considered unfit (as the pig is considered unfit for consumption; i.e. unkosher) and was rejected the first time, he will return to deliver the Jewish people and return the kingdom to his owner, HaShem. Furthermore, that the one rejected as being the most offensive will return to be recognized as the most beautiful Messiah.  

To proceed to answer the three questions above and provide a sharper focus for these similarities between Moses, the Messiah, and the Messiah Yeshua, let’s look at the donkey. Abraham also had a donkey. He did not ride it, but it figured in the binding of Isaac – it carried the wood. In all three cases (Abraham, Moses and the Messiah of Zechariah 9:9), the donkey is interpreted as the desires of this world. When Abraham and Isaac went up the mountain for the sacrifice of Isaac, Abraham instructed the young men to stay back with the donkey as he and his son went up Mount Moriah. This is considered to be the point at which Abraham achieves his greatest holiness. In the case of Moses and the Messiah, riding on the donkey was placing themselves above this world. It represented victory over this world and a position of holiness. To summarize the Jewish thinking on this, as much as the donkey represents this world and riding on it or separating from it represents our victory over this world when the Messiah comes, his holiness will be so intense that it will lift up the entire nation of Israel as though they were “riding on an ass.” The holiness of Abraham and Moses is inspiring. The holiness of the Messiah will be galvanizing!
The Master declared Himself to be the Messiah: Matthew 21:1-9:

21 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.”
4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet:
5 “Say to Daughter Zion,
    ‘See, your king comes to you,
gentle and riding on a donkey,
    and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’”
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7 They brought the donkey and the colt and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted,
“Hosanna to the Son of David!”
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”
“Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
The second point states that the first redeemer will bring bread from heaven just as the first redeemer did. Of course Moses did not bring down the bread from heaven, but God gave him the bread which Moses then gave to the people. However, if we look at John 6:32-35, we can see Yeshua’s claim is greater than what Moses did for the people. Yeshua, doesn’t say he gives the bread. He says he IS the bread.
32 Jesus said to them, “Very truly I tell you, it is not Moses who has given you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is the bread that comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.”
34 “Sir,” they said, “always give us this bread.”
35 Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.

The third comparison between the first and last redeemer is that the last redeemer will bring up water from the well as th first redeemer did.

In Exodus 2:15 we read:

When Pharaoh heard of this, he tried to kill Moses, but Moses fled from Pharaoh and went to live in Midian, where he sat down by a well. 

Rabbinic thought put great emphasis on “sat down by the well.” The water not only represents life but also the Ruach HaKodesh (the Holy Spirit) throughout the Scriptures. Yeshua said:

but whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” (John 4:14)

The first redeemer sat by the well. The last redeemer is the owner of the well itself!

The water is also a sign of resurrection just as a dying tree is renewed when it receives water. 
In Revelation 21:6 we read:

He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty I will give water without cost from the spring of the water of life.

The last redeemer will be more than the deliverer of the message of salvation. He will be the owner of life itself.

Matthew 28:18 says:
Yeshua came and talked with them. He said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me….”
I believe this authority extends to the gift of life as well.
Many of my Jewish brothers and sisters say Yeshua is a good man, but he is not the Messiah.

Well, if He is a “good man” is He lying when He claims to be greater than Moses? The Torah, the prophets, the writings, and the Brit Chadashah, the Newer Testament, declare that Yeshua is the divine Messiah sent by the Father to lead His people back to the Garden of Eden with the rest of His creation. The other Jewish writings can also help us see that the Messiah of Israel and Yeshua of Nazareth are one in the same. I believe that my Jewish brothers and sisters are gradually coming to know that there really IS a Messiah and that his name is Yeshua and that He will restore us to the life we were created to live. That these are the signs and wonders of our time that will accompany believers: the Mark 16:17 prophesy of casting out demons and speaking in new tongues will be the continuing revelation of the of the Messiah to my Jewish brethren who will be freed from demons blinding their hearts and enable them to speak in new tongues that represent new ways of thinking about God and His Son. Psalm 118:21-23 says:
21 I am thanking you because you answered me;
you became my salvation.
22 The very rock that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone!
23 This has come from Adonai,
and in our eyes it is amazing. 
Little-by-little, my Jewish brothers and sisters are coming to see this, and with the witness of my Messianic brothers and sisters and my Christian brothers and sisters, we will one day see the last redeemer and rejoice in the words of Psalm 133:1:
Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! 

Hineh mah tov umanayim shevet achim gam yachad.

Let us pray: Father in heaven, you tell us you will grant our requests if they are in your will. Tonight, we ask you to send your only Son, Yeshua HaMashaich to bring us life and renew us through your holiness in His presence. And Lord, if it not be in your will to send him today, give us the strength and the courage to do everything we can to help him come tomorrow. Amen  
* The word for pig in Hebrew (hazir) is derived from the word hazar – to return

