               Parashah Va’era Comments (Rev.Dec2013)
As we begin reading Parashah Va’era, this week’s Torah portion, God declares He will make himself known by a new name. In addition to El Shaddai (translated “God Almighty”) God declares he is to be known as: the Hebrew letters Yud Hey Vav Hey, written Y-H-V-H in English, also pronounced “Yaweh”, also pronounced “Jehovah.” 
And I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the name of God Almighty, but by my name JEHOVAH was I not known to them. (Exodus 6:3)

   This is somewhat confusing because God used the name Yud-Hey-Vav-Hey or “Yaweh”  in Genesis and He was called by that name by the patriarchs as well. If we look more closely we can understand what God is trying to teach us here about Himself.

In Genesis, God is God Almighty, El Shaddai. “El” means God. “Shaddai” describes Him. The term “shaddai” seems to be derived from a word meaning breast. It is El Shaddai that causes a heretofore barren Sarah to give birth to her one and only son Isaac way beyond her child-bearing years. It is El Shaddai that commands the patriarchs to be fruitful and multiply and promises they will become too numerous to count.

Genesis 17:1,2:
And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect. And I will make my covenant between me and thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly.
Genesis 28:3:
And God Almighty bless thee, and make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, that thou mayest be a multitude of people.

Genesis 35:11:
And God said unto him, I am God Almighty: be fruitful and multiply; a nation and a company of nations shall be of thee. and kings shall come out of thy loins.

Genesis 48:3,4:
And Jacob said unto Joseph, God Almighty appeared unto me at Luz in the land of Canaan, and blessed me, And said unto me, Behold, I will make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, and I will make of thee a multitude of people: and will give this land to thy seed after thee for an everlasting possession.

Genesis 49:24,25:
But his bow abode in strength, and the arms of his hands were made strong by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob; (from thence is the shepherd, the stone of Israel:) Even by the God of thy father, who shall bless thee with blessings of heaven above, blessings of the deep that lieth under, blessings of the breasts, and of the womb. 

He is the God of promises.  He works out His promises by natural means by giving the sons of Israel the ability to have children and to see those children grow to have many children of their own. In fact, the growing numbers of the descendants of Jacob became so numerous that their numbers contribute to their enslavement by Pharaoh. Listen to Exodus 1: 10&11:

 10 “’…Come, we must deal shrewdly with them or they will become even more numerous and, if war breaks out, will join our enemies, fight against us and leave the country.’
11 So they put slave masters over them to oppress them with forced labor…”

Up until the time of Moses, God was satisfied to make himself known in this manner.

In the Bible, your name is not just what people call you. Your name is an expression of your character. God was saying to Moses that the patriarchs saw the El Shaddai aspect of who He was, but they didn’t know Him as YHVH. In other words, the patriarchs may have known him by the name of YHVH, but they did not experience what that name meant. They did not witness the YHVH facet of God’s character. Now, in Exodus, God will reveal, or make known, this other part of Himself. He will now allow Moses, the Israelites, and the most powerful nation in the world (Egypt) the opportunity to experience this other aspect of His character.
To the patriarchs, El Shaddai was accessible. They even broke bread together as Abraham did just before God granted him a son in Genesis. Now, in Exodus, God tells Moses to remove his sandals when he comes near God because he is treading on holy ground. Exodus 3:5:
5 “Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground.”

In Genesis, God was the Provider, El Shaddai. In Exodus, God is making himself known as YHVH: the Holy God.
In the time of the patriarchs He was working through individuals. Now God takes on the most powerful country in the world and its country’s ruler, Pharaoh. In fact, God tells Moses to tell the King of Egypt that Pharaoh’s entire reason for being alive was to fulfill God’s purposes! Here it is in the Amplified version:
But for this very purpose have I let you live, that I might show you My power, and that My name may be declared throughout all the earth. 
In Exodus, God is directly intervening in the affairs of men. He reveals Himself to be the God of events, the God of history who is going to reveal Himself to the Nations.
In Genesis, God promised fruitfulness of their offspring and delivered on that promise. Now He comes to fulfill the other promise He made: that Israel would inherit the land of milk and honey – Canaan.

To do this he establishes the institution of the prophet in Moses, His prophet/General and, through Moses, proceeds to overcome the gods of the greatest power in the known world, Egypt, including its leader who is also considered a God.

Tony Robinson of Restoration of Torah has described the plagues God visits on Pharaoh and the Egyptians as judgments on their false religion and the demons, rituals, and institutions, associated with it 
1)THE NILE PLAGUE judged Khnum, Sati, Hapi, Osiris, Hathor, Neith, Sobek, and Apepi.
2) THE FROG PLAGUE judged the creator goddess Heka.
3) THE LICE PLAGUE judged Seth, Geb, Ra, and Osiris.
4) THE FLIES PLAGUE judged Vatchit, Beelzebub, and the Scarab beetle.
5) THE DEADLY MURRAIN judged Ptah, Apis, Hathor, and Osiris.
6) THE BOILS PLAGUE judged Ptah, Osiris, Sekhmet, Imhotep, Serapis, the Egyptian priesthood, and the ritual of casting ashes.
7) THE HAIL PLAGUE judged Nut, Geb, Amun-Ra, Osiris, and Pharaoh.
8) THE LOCUSTS PLAGUE judged Sobek, Ra, Shu, Geb, and Osiris.
9) THE DARKNESS PLAGUE judged Nut, Hathor, Amun-Ra, and the Egyptian priesthood.
10) THE DEATH OF THE FIRSTBORN judged Heka, Isis, Min, Horus, Bes, Seker, and the Pharaoh. 

The plagues clearly demonstrate who is in control. They also show YHVH to be a God who directly intervenes on behalf of His people Israel. YHVH, with His spokesman Moses, liberates the people. In fact, we learn that they come out of slavery with all kinds of treasures given to them by the Egyptian people!
Moses leading the people out of Egypt to freedom is a picture of the Messiah freeing the believers from sin and the fear of death. In fact Moses and Y’shua have many similarities.

How is Y’shua like Moses?

	Moshe was persecuted by Pharoah during early childhood. “Then Pharaoh gave this order to all his people: ‘Every boy that is born you must throw into the Nile….’” (Exodus 1:22)
Moshe changed the water into blood. “…He raised his staff in the presence of Pharaoh and his officials and struck the water of the Nile, and all the water was changed into blood.” (Exodus 7:20)

Moshe opened the sea. “Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the LORD drove the sea back with a strong east wind and turned it into dry land…” (Exodus 14:21)

God sent “loaves” to His people through Moshe in the desert. “Then the LORD said to Moses, “I will rain down bread from heaven for you…” (Exodus 16:4)

Moshe wrote the Torah.  “And it came to pass, when Moses had made an end of writing the words of this law in a book, until they were finished “ (Deuteronomy 31:24

Moshe passed away on a hill “There on the mountain that you have climbed you will die and be gathered to your people,…” (Deuteronomy 32;50)

Moshe fasted forty days. “Moses was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights without eating bread or drinking water…” (Exodus 34:28)

Moshe knew he would die. “Take vengeance on the Midianites for the Israelites. After that, you will be gathered to your people.” (Numbers 31:2)

Moshe commanded twelve tribes. “So I took the heads of your tribes, wise and experienced men, and ]appointed them heads over you, leaders of thousands and ]of hundreds, ]of fifties and of tens, and officers for your tribes.” (Deuteronomy 1:15)

Moshe hid in Egypt as a child during a slaughter of babies. “The woman conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he was ]beautiful, she hid him for three months.” (Exodus 2:2)

God Himself spoke directly to Moshe. “When the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke and God answered him with thunder.” ((Exodus 19:19)

Moshe led people out of the slavery of Egypt. “Then the LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, and gave them a charge to the sons of Israel and to Pharaoh king of Egypt, to bring the sons of Israel out of the land of Egypt.” (Exodus 6:13)

Moshe was faithful. “…My servant Moses, 
He is faithful in all My household…” (Numbers 12:7)

Moshe was hidden by God. “…I will put you in the cleft of the rock and cover you with My hand until I have passed by.” (Exodus 33:22)

Moshe appeared after his death. “Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus.” (Matthew 17:3)

Moshe spoke to the people of Israel shortly before his death.  “Moses finished speaking all these words to all Israel,” (Deuteronomy 32:45)

Moshe was intercessor and mediator between God and the Israelites “And they said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen. But don’t let God speak directly to us, or we will die!” (Exodus 20:19)

	Yeshua was persecuted by Herod during early childhood. “When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi.”(Matthew 2:16)

Yeshua changed the water into wine. “and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine…” (Matthew 2:9)

Yeshua walked on the sea. “…they saw Jesus approaching the boat, walking on the water…” (John 6:19)

Yeshua multiplied loaves to His people in the desert. “41 Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to his disciples to set before the people. He also divided the two fish among them all. 42 They all ate and were satisfied, 43 and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces of bread and fish. 44 The number of the men who had eaten was five thousand.” (Mark 6:41-44)

Yeshua followed the Torah. “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.” (Matthew 5:17) 

Yeshua passed away on a hill. “22 They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means The Place of the Skull)… 25 It was the third hour when they crucified him.” (Mark 15: 22,25)

Yeshua fasted forty days. “1 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the desert, 2 where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of them he was hungry.” (Luke 4:1-2)

Yeshua knew He would die. “From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.” (Matthew 16:21)

Yeshua commanded twelve disciples. “And when day came, He called His disciples to Him and chose twelve of them, whom He also named as apostles:” (Luke 6:13)

Yeshua hid in Egypt as a child during the slaughter of babies. “Now when they had gone, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Get up! Take the Child and His mother and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is going to search for the Child to destroy Him.’” (Matthew 2:13)

God spoke directly to Yeshua. “For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things that He Himself is doing; and the Father will show Him greater works than these, so that you will marvel.” (John 5:20)

Yeshua led people out of the slavery of sin. “She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” (Matthew 1:21)

Yeshua was faithful. “Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our confession; 2 He was faithful to Him who appointed Him, as Moses also was in all His house.” (Hebrews 3: 1-2)

Yeshua was raised by God. “But God raised him from the dead…” (Acts 2:24)

Yeshua appeared after His death. “When Jesus rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had driven seven demons.” (Mark 16:9)

Yeshua spoke to the people of Jerusalem shortly before His death. “Then Jesus spoke to the multitudes and to His disciples,” (Matthew 23:1)

Yeshua is intercessor and mediator between God and the believers “For there is only one God and one Mediator who can reconcile God and humanity—the man Christ Jesus.”. (1 Timothy 2:5)


Y’shua likened himself to a thief in Luke 11:21-22:

21 “When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own house, his possessions are safe. 22 But when someone stronger attacks and overpowers him, he takes away the armor in which the man trusted and divides up his plunder. 

The strong man is hasatan (satan) who is the ruler of this world. His plunder is the souls in bondage to him. When the stronger man comes, he takes the plunder. We are the plunder of this world.  Jesus will come to take us out of this world and bring us to a new and better one in His Father’s Kingdom. In fact, He is preparing the rooms in His Father’s house right now!

Moses was also sent by God just as Jesus will be based on the Luke passage above. Moses took all the Israelite slaves, the possession of Pharaoh, and freed them to take them to their promised inheritance – the land of Canaan.
God Almighty (El Shaddai) worked with individuals in the beginning and YHVH fully revealed himself in the judgment of Egypt. Egypt is a picture of satan’s world with its demons and false religions. God worked behind events in the beginning, allowing His gift of fruitful- ness and related blessings to produce a multitude that God then used to vanquish His enemies as He was fulfilling His other promises in giving this Israelite multitude the Promised Land. In other words, God’s fruitfulness in the blessings bestowed on the patriarchs (Abraham, Isaac and Jacob) and their families then became His instrument of judgment on Egypt and what it stood for.
The Haftorah portion this week also speaks of God’s holiness, His deliverance of the Promised Land to Israel, and the judgment visited on His enemies.

25 “Adonai Elohim says, ‘Once I have gathered the house of Isra’el from the peoples among whom they are scattered, once I have shown my holiness in them as the Goyim watch, then they will live in their own land, which I gave to my servant Ya‘akov. 26 They will have security when they live there, building houses and planting vineyards; yes, they will live in safety, once I have executed judgments against all their contemptuous neighbors. Then they will know that I am Adonai their God.’”  (Ezekiel 28:25 & 26)
 It is YHVH who saves the people and the whole world. Another confirmation of this is seen in the significance of the Hebrew letters Yud-Hey-Vav-Hey. The Hebrew alphabet is pictorial in its origins. The Yud was first a picture of a nail or hook. The Hey was a picture of a window signifying inspiration, the Vav’s source is a picture of a hand. Since we know YHVH is God Redeemer and Savior of His people Israel, the pictorial image of the two nails, the hand, and the open window of inspiration describe the redemptive work of Y’shua Messiah and speaks to the divinity of the Messiah Y’shua.
To keep us on track I want to go back to the basic premise. The El Shaddai in Genesis describes a God that provides, a God that works behind the scenes, a God that blesses individuals primarily through natural indirect influence as in the case of fruitfulness. El Shaddai, God Almighty, is a personal God that deals mostly one-on-one with the patriarchs.
YHVH is the Holy God that directly intercedes in the affairs of history. He is the God of Salvation.    In particular, His chosen people Israel are delivered from slavery due to His direct intervention. He is also the Judge of His creation, meting out punishment to those opposed to His authority.

Now that I have explained these two aspects of God, please allow me to take this one step further so I can show you a shadow in the Older Testament that is more fully defined in the Newer Testament.

The El Shaddai of Genesis and the YHVH of Exodus represent the first and the second coming of Y’shua. Let me explain.

Y’shua came and worked through individuals. He touched many, but very few compared to the number of His spiritual offspring who are a certifiable multitude either in the world now or asleep awaiting His return, agreed? This can be compared to the effect that God had on the patriarchs as El Shaddai.
 When Y’shua comes again, in His Father’s name,  just like Moses came in YHVH’s name, He will be directly involved in the shaping of events, the leader of the multitude of believers, living and awakened, who will attack and overcome God’s enemies and establish the New Jerusalem, the new Promised Land for all of mankind. He will come and save the world just as YHVH, through Moses, delivered Israel.
Stories echo through the pages of the Bible over and over. Current events are confirmations that this is happening today. This repetition should at least hint that these events will be repeated and fulfilled at some time in the future.

In Exodus, YHVH got the attention of the world.

The people of Jericho had heard of the salvation of Israel forty years after it happened:

We have heard how YHVH dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the Amorites east of the Jordan, whom you completely destroyed. (Joshua 2:10)

The Philistines remembered it 200 years later:

Woe to us! Who will deliver us from the hand of these mighty gods? They are the gods who struck the Egyptians with all kinds of plagues in the wilderness. (1 Samuel 4:8)

And we remember it today thousands of years after the event!

But tomorrow we will not remember it. We will experience it for ourselves! That’s what the New Testament says and that is what the Old Testament says too! It is not for us to know exactly when this will happen. What we do know is that when it does happen, it will be happening in a twinkling of an eye. Yesterday is gone. Tomorrow hasn’t come yet. All we have is now to prepare.  If you need to get right with God, don’t wait.
I do not pretend to know what the New Jerusalem will be like. I just know I want to be there and take as many others with me as I can. If there is something I can do to help you get there, please let me know.

Now let’s pray. Father God, thank you for your love letter to us: Your written word as you directed in the Bible and the living word, Your only begotten Son, Y’shua HaMashiach. May we continue to delight in and be strengthened by both and be ready to help fulfill your great promise to us - the promise to give us new life in Your kingdom. Amen. 
