      Parashah Vayeshev Comments (11/22/13)

The three purposes of Torah are: 1)  to instruct us how to behave so we can walk in God’s ways and have an abundant life filled with blessing, 2) to keep us protected from the folly of going our own way thereby avoiding our tendency to succumb to sin and self-destruction and 3) to point to the Messiah.

The Parashah (Torah portion) for the week is entitled “Vayeshev” (“And He settled”  or “He Continued Living” as translated into English). This section presents us with Joseph’s story from the time he is a teen-ager with his family to the time we find him in an Egyptian prison. This parashah provides us with a wonderful example of how the Torah teaches us about the Messiah.

Jews and Christians have a lot more that unites them than divides them. At the heart of it, both groups are looking for the Messiah to come in the future, accompanied by world peace under Messianic authority. Jewish people believe that this coming will be the first. Christians and Messianic Believers know it will be His second coming.

In the time of Jesus, the Jewish people were looking for the Messiah as many of them are today. They wanted a sign. I quote from John 2: 18-21,

18 But the Jewish leaders demanded, “What are you doing? If God gave you authority to do this, show us a miraculous sign to prove it.” 

19 “All right,” Jesus replied. “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 

20 “What!” they exclaimed. “It has taken forty-six years to build this Temple, and you can rebuild it in three days?” 21 But when Jesus said “this temple,” he meant his own body. 

When Saint Peter declared Jesus (His Hebrew name is “Y’shua”) to be the Messiah, what did Jesus say?  Let’s read Mark 8: 27-31:

31 Then Jesus began to tell them that the Son of Man must suffer many terrible things and be rejected by the elders, the leading priests, and the teachers of religious law. He would be killed, but three days later he would rise from the dead.

Saint Paul confirms what Y’shua prophesied and experienced in Romans 1: 3-4:

3 The Good News is about his Son. In his earthly life he was born into King David’s family line, 4 and he was shown to be the Son of God when he was raised from the dead by the power of the Holy Spirit. He is Jesus Christ our Lord.

Being raised from the dead or resurrection is the condition of life coming forth from death. Whenever we see this, especially coupled with the number three, God is telling us we are about to be given an instruction about the Messiah, but not only about the Messiah, the Messiah Y’shua. 

Let us look at these chapters and see how the Messiah is described, especially through Joseph, whose life richly informs us of  the One Who was, the One Who is and the One to come.

Joseph was a shepherd. As it says in Genesis 37:2:

When Joseph was seventeen years old, he often tended his father’s flocks.

Y’shua was a shepherd as He said in John 10:11:

 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd sacrifices his life for the sheep.” 

Joseph was hated by his brothers. Read Genesis 37:4 and 8:

4 But his brothers hated Joseph because their father loved him more than the rest of them. They couldn’t say a kind word to him. 

And

8 … they hated him all the more because of his dreams and the way he talked about them.

Y’shua was hated by his Jewish brothers. See John 15:24:

24 … they have seen everything I did, yet they still hate me and my Father.’

Joseph’s father gave him what has been called a “Coat of Many Colors.” It was comparable to a ketonet passim which is a special long-sleeved garment worn by the children of kings. Genesis 37:3:

 So one day Jacob had a special gift made for Joseph—a beautiful robe. 

This robe was taken from him as it says in Genesis 37:23:
So when Joseph arrived, his brothers ripped off the beautiful robe he was wearing. 

The Son of the Most High also had a royal robe (purple) and it was taken from Him at His crucifixion. Listen to John 19:23:

…They also took his robe… 

Jacob loved his son Joseph more than any of his other siblings. Here it is in Genesis 37:3:

Jacob loved Joseph more than any of his other children.

The Almighty in heaven loves His Son with a boundless love. Here is just one quote that can help you see this: 1 John 4:9:

God showed how much he loved us by sending his one and only Son into the world so that we might have eternal life through him 

Joseph is rejected by his brothers and then later reconciled when he reveals himself to them (in a later chapter of Genesis). Y’shua is rejected by His brothers and will be reconciled with them when He returns in the future revealing Himself to His Jewish brothers and the rest of mankind. 

(As a side note, the Torah presents us with three other figures who are also rejected and then return in triumph foreshadowing the Messiah’s second coming. They are Jepthah, Moses, and David.)

Joseph was hated because of Jacob’s favoritism toward him, but he was hated even more because of his dreams and his interpretations of them. Y’shua was also hated all the more because of His supernatural powers. Matthew 12:13-14 says:

13 Then he said to the man, “Hold out your hand.” So the man held out his hand, and it was restored, just like the other one! 14 Then the Pharisees called a meeting to plot how to kill Jesus. 

Joseph’s dreams where prophesies of his authority over his brothers. Here is one such dream in Genesis 37: 6-8:

6 “Listen to this dream,” he said. 7 “We were out in the field, tying up bundles of grain. Suddenly my bundle stood up, and your bundles all gathered around and bowed low before mine!” 

 Many prophets have declared the future Kingship of Y’shua over His brothers. For example, see Isaiah 9:6-7

6 For a child is born to us,
a son is given to us.
The government will rest on his shoulders.
And he will be called:
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7 His government and its peace
will never end.
He will rule with fairness and justice from the throne of his ancestor David
for all eternity.
The passionate commitment of the Lord of Heaven’s Armies
will make this happen! 

Joseph was sent to Shechem to check on his brothers and the flocks. Y’shua was sent by His Father to check on His creation: us! Note the parable of the evil farmers working the master’s vineyard in Mark 12.

Joseph was sent by his father to find his brothers but they were not where they were expected to be. As Joseph told the stranger, he was sent by his father to seek his brothers. Y’shua’s Father sent Him to seek the lost sheep of the House of Israel.

Joseph’s brothers conspired against him. Y’shua’s brothers (in this instance, the religious leaders) conspired against Him.

Joseph’s brothers would not kill him themselves, but handed him over to the Ishmaelites. Likewise, Y’shua’s brothers would not kill Him.  He was handed over to the Romans.

They threw Joseph into a cistern. This was a hole dug into the earth to collect water. Y’shua’s body was placed in a tomb that was essentially the same: a whole dug from the earth.

Reuben went to rescue Joseph from the pit but he was gone. In the same way, the believers went to the Tomb and found Y’shua gone.

Joseph was sold for twenty pieces of silver. Y’shua was betrayed for 30 pieces of silver.

Joseph’s Coat of Many Colors was stained in blood. Y’shua’s robe will be stained in blood when He returns. Revelation 19: 11-16 makes this clear:

11 Then I saw heaven opened, and a white horse was standing there. Its rider was named Faithful and True, for he judges fairly and wages a righteous war. 12 His eyes were like flames of fire, and on his head were many crowns. A name was written on him that no one understood except himself. 13 He wore a robe dipped in blood, and his title was the Word of God. 14 The armies of heaven, dressed in the finest of pure white linen, followed him on white horses. 15 From his mouth came a sharp sword to strike down the nations. He will rule them with an iron rod. He will release the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty, like juice flowing from a winepress. 16 On his robe at his thigh was written this title: King of all kings and Lord of all lords. 

Jacob tore his garments from grief when he believed his son Joseph had died. The torn curtain of God’s Temple in Jerusalem separating the Holy of Holies from the rest of the Temple was torn when Y’shua died. This could be interpreted to signify the pain of the Father in Heaven at the death of His Son.

Now let’s go to Joseph and the wife of Potifar, Pharoah’s Captain of the Guard. Joseph was accused by her of attempted sexual assault – a crime he did not commit. Y’shua was also falsely accused. In Matthew 26:59-61:

59 Inside, the leading priests and the entire high council were trying to find witnesses who would lie about Jesus, so they could put him to death. 60 But even though they found many who agreed to give false witness, they could not use anyone’s testimony. Finally, two men came forward 61 who declared, “This man said, ‘I am able to destroy the Temple of God and rebuild it in three days.’” 

Now we come to Joseph in prison. He interprets the dreams of two of Pharoah’s servants – the chief baker and the cupbearer. Notice how often the number three appears. Three branches on the grapevine equaled three days. There were three baskets which equaled three days. The birthday of Pharoah was on the third day. 

The cupbearer was promised life in three days. The baker was promised death in three days. What is the meaning of all this? That God is telling us the life of Joseph is a foretelling of the life of the Messiah

If you still need convincing that this may be Messianic but not necessarily Y’shua, how about these pieces of information?

In Isaiah 53 we learn that the Messiah was imprisoned as a criminal. 

Unjustly condemned, he was led away (verse 8) and
But he was buried like a criminal (verse 9). 

Joseph, too, was incarcerated. But that doesn’t  mean the Messiah would have to be Y’shua, right? Isaiah could be talking about someone else, right? What about the fact that there were two criminals with Joseph – one who received death, the other life – and two criminals with Jesus, one who was given eternal life while the other died in his sins. How was the baker executed in Genesis 40? Listen to Joseph as he interprets the baker’s dream in verse 19:

Three days from now Pharaoh will lift you up and impale your body on a pole.

What were the professions of the two dreamers in prison? One held the wine cup, the other baked bread. Bread and wine. I don’t know about you, but that sure does remind me of Communion.

Finally, Joseph is in exile from his family for twenty years and lives, during that time, as an Egyptian. He speaks Egyptian, dresses like an Egyptian, looks like an Egyptian. He even has an Egyptian name. He has taken on all the characteristics of the Gentile Egyptian culture until he reveals his true identity to his brothers twenty years after they reject him.  This is a picture of Y’shua, who has been obscured and “Christianized” by the Gentile world -His Jewishness hidden for 2,000 years - to such an extent that most Jewish people see him as a Gentile false God! The Good News, of course, is that Joseph’s revelation of himself to his brothers is a picture of what will happen when Y’shua returns to His Jewish brothers at some time in the future.

Now, admittedly, my frame of reference is that Y’shua is the Messiah, so it is certainly easier for me to look into the biblical passages of Joseph’s life and see this picture of the Messiah Y’shua than a traditional Jewish person looking at the same passages. What might an observant traditional Jewish person see? If you surveyed those who read the Scriptures, you would find that they see Joseph as a picture of Israel.
Jospeh’s experiences in Egypt as well as his experiences  as a young man living with his family in Canaan, are parallel to Israel’s national story. In Canaan as well as Egypt, Joseph is accused unjustly, his clothing is taken from him, and he is thrown into captivity. Israel, when first going down to Egypt is received with honor (like Joseph being favored by his father and then by Potifar) and then subjected to severe bondage and enslavement although totally undeserving of this fate. Finally, God raised the Israelites up and the Egyptians acknowledged that Israel and the God of Israel held the fate of the Egyptians in their hands. This was certainly also true of Joseph when he was raised up by the King of Egypt and saved the known world at that time by the massive seven-year program of grain conservation that fed the people during the seven years of famine.  
In Genesis 40:8, we read, 

8 They said to him, “We each had a dream, and there’s no one around who can interpret it.” Yosef said to them, “Don’t interpretations belong to God? Tell it to me, please.” 

The Joseph says only God can interpret dreams in Genesis 41:16,

Yosef answered Pharaoh, “It isn’t in me. God will give Pharaoh an answer that will set his mind at peace.” 

And in 41:25,

Yosef said to Pharaoh, “The dreams of Pharaoh are the same: God has told Pharaoh what he is about to do. 

And in 41:28,

This is what I told Pharaoh: God has shown Pharaoh what he is about to do. 

Joseph is the agent of God through whom God reveals His will. Israel is also the instrument of God through whom the Almighty will reveal himself.

As John 4:22 says,

“…because salvation comes from the Jews.”

Isaiah 53 is illustrative of this dual understanding or controversy if you view it in that way. It is known as the “suffering servant.” It says, in part, as follows,

 In fact, it was our diseases he bore,
our pains from which he suffered;
yet we regarded him as punished,
stricken and afflicted by God.
5 But he was wounded because of our crimes,
crushed because of our sins;
the disciplining that makes us whole fell on him,
and by his bruises* we are healed. (Isaiah 53:4-5)
To Christians, this is obviously referring to the Messiah Y’shua. Today’s traditional Jewish people regard this as speaking of the Nation of Israel, whose historical abusive treatment has been unjust and due to the sins of other nations.

Ironically, this was considered a Messianic passage before the Common Era or as most of us know it, “B.C.” (Before Christ). In fact it was because these passages were removed from the Haftorah readings that I came to realize that these passages were removed because they fit too closely with the picture of the Messiah Y’shua. Instead of keeping me from considering the Messiahship of Y’shua, it drove me right to it!
The differences of opinion about who Joseph is (Israel or Y’shua) and who the suffering servant is speak to the same thing. Much in the Christian world insists on the interpretation being that of Jesus the Messiah. The Jewish opinion is entrenched in the picture being that of Israel.

I believe Joseph is a picture of Yshua AND a picture of Israel. I believe the “suffering servant” of Isaiah 53 is Israel AND Y’shua.

I believe it is as though we were all climbing a mountain. The top of the mountain is truth. The top of the mountain is God. We may be climbing up one side. But others are climbing up as well. They are coming from different locations around the mountain, but all of us are climbing, searching for the truth, gaining awareness as we go.

In Psalm 51:17 (19 in English bibles) we read:
19 (17) My sacrifice to God is a broken spirit;
God, you won’t spurn a broken, chastened heart.
God asks for our humility as a sacrifice. In my opinion, he does this so we can open ourselves to what He wants us to know. Ultimately, what He wants us to know is not what but Who: it is Him!

I said in the beginning there are three purposes to the bible: 1) to walk in God’s ways, 2) to keep ourselves from the dangers of sin and 3) to know the Messiah. But there is a fourth. It is to know the Father who sent the Messiah .

Jeremiah 31:33 (34 in English bibles),

 33 (34) No longer will any of them teach his fellow community member or his brother, ‘Know Adonai’; for all will know me, from the least of them to the greatest; because I will forgive their wickednesses and remember their sins no more.” 

In the end, both Jews and Christians who have courage to seek the truth and believe as Y’shua said, that the truth will make you free will all be agreeing with one another!
The Tenach (Older Testament) is not just a book of the dusty old past. It has prophetic power. The events we read about echo throughout the bible and to the future beyond. Not only do we see them repeated in the Bible over and over. We see these pictures as future events – prophesies - that can provide messages that deepen our understanding of God’s love letter to us – the entire Bible - both Older and Newer Testaments. 

For Jewish people, the Newer Testament can be the proof that will confirm the identity of the Messiah they have been waiting for. For Christians, the Older Testament can be the way to better understand the rich Biblical heritage they have yet to access and are entitled to identify with through their adoption into God’s family. And for seekers of the true God, no matter what their spiritual background, it is an opportunity to grow in truth, peace and love..

As my Messiah, Y’shua HaMashiach, says in Matthew 7:7-8:

7 “Keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on seeking, and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, finds. And to everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. 

Father in Heaven, when my eyes shall be turned to behold for the last time the sun in heaven, may I not see them shining on people who are still blinded to Who You are. May I see your light shine in the eyes of everyone I see. May I see them loving YOU and one another. And, Father, thank you so very much for sending your beloved Son to be a sacrifice for me so that I could come to you through Him. Amen

